
 
 
 
 

Plenary: Climate Change 

 

Hey guys! My name is Jerry Huo and I will be your Head Chair for this conference. I am 

a senior at MVHS. I love playing volleyball, hanging out with my friends, food, and games. I am 

a great fan of League of Legends. I am excited to be your head chair and hope you guys have 

fun! 

Hi everyone! My name is Kylie Uehara and I will be your vice Chair for this conference. 

I am a junior at Mission and this is my third year of MUN. In my free time, I love hanging out 

with my friends, playing video games, watching movies, and going on hikes. I play softball and I 

also really enjoy baking with my friends or just for fun. I can’t wait to be your Vice Chair and I 

hope everyone has fun! 

If you have any questions or want to submit your paper, email us at 

mvhsmunplenary@gmail.com! We can’t wait to chair for you at this year’s conference! 

 

I. Background 

Climate change is likely the most threatening problem the world faces today. While problems 

will not appear until years into the future, they will have extremely detrimental effects. Climate 

change can be seen with a gradual increase in global temperatures, inconsistent weather patterns, 

terrifying storms, and more. A very noticeable change is the increase in the sea level. As time 

goes on, coastal cities will find it difficult to exist with the nearby ocean. 

In the early 1800s, some gases were discovered to collect in the atmosphere and trap the heat 

within the Earth. These gases are called Greenhouse Gases, and among them was carbon dioxide. 

Some fears of climate change were alleviated in the 1970s because there was some cooling, but it 
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was due to postwar pollutants, and temperatures rose sharply in the following decade. Now, the 

globe is seeing a yearly increase of 0.18°C ever since 1981. 

Threats to humanity will appear as temperatures rise. We have already been seeing multiply 

calamity-level weather events recently, and more will definitely appear. Furthermore, as ice caps 

melt due to higher temperatures, water levels will rise, and hidden dangers frozen for millennia 

may also appear. 

 

II. UN Involvement 

“The UN family is at the forefront of the effort to save our planet.” The UN’s first step to solving 

climate change was produced at the 1992 Earth Summit, which created the United Nations 

Framework on Climate Change. With near-universal membership, its aim is to prevent 

“dangerous human interference with the climate system.  

In 1995, the Kyoto Protocol was adopted. This protocol legally binds the developed world to a 

certain standard when it comes to emissions, and has set emission reduction targets. The first 

commitment period was from 2008 to 2012, and the second period was from 2013 to 2020. 

Furthermore, at the 21st Conference of the Parties in Paris in 2015, the Paris Agreement was 

ratified by many countries. The goal of this agreement was to keep global temperature increase 

under 2 degrees Celsius above pre-industrial levels. On April 22, 2016, 175 countries signed this 

agreement. Now there are 186 countries that have ratified the agreement. 

 

III. Possible Solutions 

When considering possible solutions, it is important to keep in mind that according to  



 

General Assembly President María Fernanda Espinosa Garcés (Ecuador) stated that there were 

only about 11 years remaining to prevent climate change from becoming irreversible and causing 

catastrophes throughout the world. Keeping this in mind solutions need to cause must be urgent 

enough to cause real change, and should be able to be implemented as soon as possible. Seeing 

that most countries have agreed to or ratified the UN instruments regarding climate change (the 

UNFCCC, the Kyoto Protocol, and the Paris Agreement), solutions should attempt to involve 

every state or party, or at the least, as many as possible.  

 

IV. Bloc Positions 

Asian Bloc: Most Asian nations, if not all Asian nations, have ratified or agreed to the UN 

instruments regarding climate change. However, China has the highest carbon emissions in the 

world currently. The majority of Asian nations are adversely affected by climate change, 

therefore, many nations are taking large strides to combat climate change. 

Western Bloc: Most, if not all, Western nations have agreed to or ratified the UN instruments 

regarding climate change. Many countries are creating plans to take steps to reduce carbon 

emissions, and there is also a tremendous potential for energy savings in this region. The United 

States, has, however, requested to withdraw from the Paris agreement. 

African Bloc: African nations, again most if not all, have also agreed to and ratified the UN 

instruments regarding climate change. However, due to an extreme lack of the technology 

needed to combat climate change, economic issues that also affect their ability to combat climate 

change, and the high poverty levels in the region, it is very difficult for African nations to be able 

to make much progress regarding combating climate change. South Sudan, which is also 



 

struggling with internal issues, has not ratified the Paris Agreement as well. Libya has not 

ratified the Paris Agreement for economic reasons. 

Middle Eastern Bloc: For some part, Middle Eastern nations have agreed to or ratified the UN 

instruments regarding climate change. However, due to economic circumstances, countries such 

as Iran and Iraq have all not ratified the Paris Agreement. Yemen, which is currently having 

internal issues within the nation, has not ratified the Paris Agreement. 

 

V. Guiding Questions 

1. How can nations that are struggling with internal conflicts that are unable to ratify 

to the Agreement help combat climate change? 

2. What are your short term solutions? Long term solutions? 

3. Is your country able to, or have the means to reduce carbon emissions? 

4. Considering there is a ‘countdown’ until irreversible damage is done to the Earth, 

should goals be set for countries, or is there some sort of action that is able to be 

taken immediately? 
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