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Hello   Justices!   I’m   Preston,   one   of   your   chairs   for   this   conference.   I   am   a   junior,   and   this  

is   my   third   year   of   MUN   here   at   Mission,   and   in   my   free   time   I   wrestle   bears   and   do   fortnite  

dances.   I   can’t   wait   to   see   you   all   in   committee!  

Relocation   of   the   United   States   Embassy   to   Jerusalem  

I.      Background   of   Topic  

On   December   6,   2017,   the   US   proposed   a   plan   to   relocate   its   embassy   to   the   city   of  

Jerusalem   as   a   strict   order   from   President   Trump.   The   planning   of   relocation   would   be   in   Israel  

from   Tel   Aviv   to   Jerusalem.   Trump   announced   the   US   recognition   of   Israel’s   capital   of  

Jerusalem.   This   decision   was   widely   rejected   by   a   majority   of   the   world   leaders,   including   most  

of   the   Arab   countries.   In   fact,   t he    United   Nations   Security   Council    held   an   emergency   meeting  

on   the   following   day   where   14   out   of   15   members   condemned   Trump's   decision.    The   Palestinian  

Authority   has   strongly   dencounced   President   Trump’s   decision   as   well.   The   main   stakeholders   of  

this   controversial   issue   is   President   Trump,   the   city   of   Jerusalem   and   the   Palestinian   Authority.  

This   is   considered   a   huge   problem   as   Jerusalem   has   been   fought   over   by   its   inhabitants,   invaders  

and   many   regional   powers.   It   is   a   sacred   city   to   Christianity,   Judaism   and   Islam   as   it   has   many  

religious   sites   of   immense   signifcance.   The   reason   why   the   United   Nations   is   involved   would   be  

because   Israel’s   annexation   of   Jerusalem   violates   International   law   under   the   1980    United  
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Nations   Security   Council   resolution .     With   the   resolution   stating   that   any   action   by   Israel   to  

impose   its   laws   and   administration   on   the   city   of   Jerusalem   is   illegal   and   therefore   void.  

II.      Why   the   ICJ   is   involved  

The   ICJ,   also   known   as   the   “World   Court”   is   the   primary   judicial   organ   of   the   United  

Nations.   Its   purpose   is   to   settle   international   disagreements   within   states   and   give   valid   opinions  

on   legal   issues.   On   September   28,   2019,   the   ICJ   announced   that   it   has   received   a   complaint   from  

the   state   of   Palestine,   stating   that   the   US   government’s   relocation   of   its   embassy   to   Jerusalem   in  

May   of   2018   is   a   violation   to   the   Vienna   Convention.   According   to   the   statement,   Palestine  

pushed   for   the   ICJ   to   declare   the   relocation   as   absolutely   illegal   as   well   as   widrawing   the  

embassy   from   Jerusalem.   Decisions   by   the   ICJ   are   obligatory   but   the   court   lacks   the   power   to  

enforce   the   rulings   as   the   counties   like   the   US   have   ignored   the   rulings   in   the   past.   

III.      Prosecution   vs   Defense  

The   basic   arguments   for   prosecution   is   that   Palestine   states   that   the   US   relocation   of   the  

embassy   violates   the   Vienna   Convention.   To   bring   things   into   perspective,   the   Vienna  

Convention   outlines   that   the   embassy   of   a   country   must   be   located   in   the   region   of   its   host   state.  

This   relocation   fails   to   comply   with   this   treaty   as   Israel   only   controls   Jerusalem   on   a   military  

level   only.   On   the   other   side,   the   US   argues   that   Palestine   is   recognized   as   a   non-member  

observer   state   which   gives   Palestine   no   territory   rights   whatsoever.   To   this   day,   these   underlying  
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arguments   are   continually   open   for   discussion   as   the   International   Court   of   Justice   is   reviewing  

it.   

IV.      Guiding   Questions  

1. What   is   the   outcome   of   this   case   and   if   there   is   none,   what   would   fair   decision   look   like?  

2. To   what   extent   does   the   US   have   the   right   of   relocating   its   embassy   in   a   whole   different  

country   based   on   its   wishes?  

3. Should   other   countries   (supporters   and   opposers)   be   involved   in   this   case?  
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Democracy   in   Hong   Kong  

I.   Historical   Background:   

Hong   Kong   was   previously   a   territory   ruled   by   Great   Britain,   and   enjoyed   certain  

democratic   freedoms   under   the   rule   of   the   British.   This   fostered   a   unique   environment   in   which  

this   small   territory   enjoyed   freedoms   that   the   rest   of   mainland   China   decidedly   did   not.   This   all  

changed   in   the   year   of   1999,   when   Great   Britain   turned   over   control   of   the   territory   to   China,  

who   began   ruling   over   the   territory   in   a   more   authoritarian   manner,   which   contributed   to   the  

rising   tensions   and   eventually   boiled   over   into   the   protests   that   have   completely   embroiled   the  

region.   The   specific   protests   began   with   the   proposition   of   an   extradition   treaty   by   the   city  

government   that   would   allow   criminals   to   be   extradited   to   China   for   essentially   any   crime  

committed   in   Hong   Kong.   This   caused   concerns   of   China   tightening   control   over   the   region,   and  

protests   began   that   spiraled   downwards   to   the   current   state   of   Hong   Kong.    China   is   directly  

involved   with   this   conflict,   given   that   they   obviously   do   not   want   a   democratic   state   that   could  

potentially   ally   with   rival   states   such   as   the   United   States   so   close   to   their   borders.   Hong   Kong   is  

also   involved,   albeit   in   a   more   indirect   manner.   The   citizens   of   Hong   Kong   have   been   in   a   state  

of   unrest   for   months,   but   the   protests   exist   against   the   government   of   Hong   Kong,   who,   led   by  
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Carrie   Lam,   supports   the   government   of   China.   Therefore,   there   are   three   distinct   entities   present  

in   the   conflict;   the   Hong   Kong   Government,   the   people   of   Hong   Kong,   and   Beijing.   The   extreme  

violence   that   has   been   brought   to   the   territory   of   Hong   Kong   has   led   to   multiple   deaths,   beatings,  

robberies,   and   assaults.   Therefore,   it   is   logical   that   the   UN   is   involved,   given   that   the   UN   exists  

to   help   the   downtrodden   masses.   

 

II.   Court   Involvement:  

The   protests   in   Hong   Kong   have   been   a   very   recent   occurrence   in   the   grand   scheme   of  

world   affairs.   The   protests   began   in   March   of   2019   and   have   continued   ever   since,   with   sporadic  

breaks   in   the   violence.   Therefore,   the   UN   has   not   made   much   concrete   action,   although   some  

progress   has   been   made.   The   UN   human   rights   chief   has   called   for   a   probe   into   the   protests,  

calling   the   amounts   of   violence   caused   by   the   protests,   with   an   added   emphasis   on   the   violence  

that   has   been   wrought   by   law   enforcement   officers   upon   the   citizens   attending   the   protests.   The  

UN   Human   Rights   Office   has   also   accused   the   Hong   Kong   police   of   abusing   their   power   and  

their   weapons,   creating   the   violence   that   is   plaguing   the   city.   Several   other   influential   member  

states   are   calling   for   the   protection   of   the   rights   and   freedoms   for   Hong   Kong.   In   this  

hypothetical   scenario,   the   ICJ   would   be   trying   China   for   human   rights   abuses   that   have   occurred  

in   response   to   the   protests,   as   well   as   other   issues   discussed.  
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III.   Possible   Charges:  

  The   ICJ   would   seek   to   Charge   the   Peoples   Republic   of   China   with   the   violation   of  

human   rights   that   have   occurred   as   a   result   of   police   response   to   the   protests.   THe   court   may   also  

choose   to   pursue   the   legality   of   China’s   encroachment   upon   Hong   Kong's   sovereign   rule   before  

the   one   country   two   governments   deal   expires.   In   its   decision,   the   court   will   have   to   weigh   the  

benefits   of   any   charges,   as   well   as   balance   the   severity   of   them   with   the   likelihood   that   any  

punishment   can   be   carried   out   without   excessive   resistance.  

 

IV.   Argument   Summaries:  

Many   living   in   Hong   Kong   would   argue   that   actions   taken   by   China,   the   Hong   Kong  

government,   and   the   police   have   been   atrocious   and   unjust,   and   thus   demand   freedom.   Many  

living   in   Hong   Kong   worry   that   the   Chinese   government   is   attempting   to   crack   down   on  

dissidents   and   to   undermine   judicial   freedom   for   Hong   Kong,   and   that   the   police   are   becoming  

more   and   more   authoritarian.   Those   that   support   freedom   in   Hong   Kong   also   point   out   the  

brutality   that   many   protests   have   been   subjected   to   by   the   police,   and   see   this   as   a   further   reason  

to   support   expanded   freedom   for   Hong   Kong.   Many   that   support   the   government’s   actions,  

however,   see   a   different   story.   They   point   out   the   myriad   acts   of   violence   that   the   protestors   have  

committed,   and   seek   to   characterize   the   protestors   as   violent   rioters.   The   storming   and   the  

ransacking   of   the   Parliament   building   and   the   stabbing   of   a   pro-establishment   lawmaker   have  
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been   highlighted   by   the   pro-establishment   citizens.   Finally   comes   the   case   of   China.   China  

recently   celebrated   the   70th   anniversary   of   Communist   China   and   the   fact   that   it   has   become   the  

longest-lived   Communist   state.   The   protests   in   Hong   Kong   began   in   juxtaposition   with   the  

ceremonies,   and   China   cannot   afford   to   look   weak   to   its   people   and   to   the   international  

community.   This   has   led   to   speculation   by   various   observers   that   China   might   try   to   quell   the  

protests   with   military   force,   similar   to   the   massacre   of   student   protestors   in   Tiananmen   Square   in  

1989.   This   has   been   supported   by   the   fact   that   Beijing   has   recently   almost   doubled   the   amount   of  

troops   stationed   in   Hong   Kong   and   by   releasing   a   video   showing   the   military   might   of   Chinese  

troops.   This   is   not   supported   by   any   statements   made   by   the   Chinese,   but   as   protests   escalate,   the  

potential   for   China   to   forcibly   quell   the   protests   is   looking   more   and   more   likely.   

V.   Guiding   Questions:  

1. Is   there   any   truly   innocent   side?  

2. Should   the   protestors   have   accepted   the   regression   of   the   extradition   bill?  

3. How   can   these   protests   be   stopped   with   as   little   bloodshed   as   possible?  

4. Will   the   sides   accept   a   compromise?  

5. How   closely   to   these   events   mimic   the   events   of   Tiananmen   Square   in   1989?  
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