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Hello delegates! My name is Yu Xin Cheng and I will be your head chair for this conference. I 
am currently a junior here at Mission Viejo High School and have been involved in the MUN 
program for three years now. Besides MUN, I play cello in the school orchestra and pole vault 
during track season. Outside of school, I enjoy staying active and drawing to stay busy. This 
would be my first time being head chair and I’m excited to see what kind of creative solutions 
you delegates will come up with during committee! 
 
Hello delegates, I am Lupita Martinez and I will be the vice chair for this conference. I am a 
sophomore at Mission Viejo, and this is my second year being involved in MUN here. Some 
hobbies of mine include running, wrestling, and dancing ballet folklorico, but I have not been 
able to take part in some of these activities since the pandemic. I still do exercise on my own 
time and enjoy going on walks whenever I can. I have not been a vice chair before, but I am 
looking forward to seeing how well you delegates work! Please feel free to ask any questions. 
 

 
Women’s Rights in Developing Countries 

 
I. Background of Topic 

 

Women are some of the most vulnerable individuals globally. Despite the many laws 
and regulations put in place designed to protect and promote the rights of women, 
discrimination is still something that often plagues every aspect of a woman’s life. The issue of 
women’s rights lag behind especially in developing countries where widespread issues such as 
poverty amplify the large economic disparities between men and women in these regions. In 
fact, the majority of the 1.6 billion people globally who live in extreme poverty are women. 
Accessing economic opportunities is a continuous struggle in developing countries as 
gender-based discrimination within education, the workplace and even healthcare make it 
almost impossible for many to succeed. These disparities that are very prevalent cause many 
women to fall victim violence, sexual abuse, trafficking and forced marriages. The many cultural 
norms in some countries also do not allow for or promote the progressive reforms of women’s 
rights, which has led to the continuation of outdated practices stemming from a patriarchal 
society. For example, women in the Democratic Republic of Congo are not allowed to own or 
make decisions about land based solely on their gender. 
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II. UN Involvement  
 
             The United Nations entirely supports women gaining rights and they have even made 
gender equality their fifth sustainable development goal. The UN has invested time into 
reforming laws so that girls are able to go to school, fewer girls are being forced into early 
marriage, and also pushing for more women to serve in positions of leadership. A step being 
taken is the European Union and the United Nations working towards ending all types violence 
against women and girls to also achieve women empowerment. They have named the project, 
‘The Spotlight Initiative’, and this had been supported by the NDP, UNFPA and UN Women, and 
also overseen by the Executive Office of the UN Secretary-General. On October 31, 2000, the 
Security Council adopted resolution 1325 which allows and encourages women participation in 
peacekeeping, peace negotiations, solving conflicts, and overall United Nations peace and 
security efforts. It also urges commitees to take certain and larger measures to ensure the 
safety of women and girls from gender-based violence, like rape and other forms of sexual 
abuse. 
 

III. Possible Solutions 
 

Though the issue of women’s rights affects almost every single country to some degree, 
keep in mind that your solutions should be focused towards developing countries rather than 
on a general scale. Different nations will have differing levels of development. Therefore, 
overarching solutions may need to be tailored to each region or nation’s particular needs. 
Solutions should be cost effective, as many developing countries may not have the resources or 
funds to implement certain solutions. Be sure to also adhere to your country’s policies when 
forming your solutions. If your nation traditionally resists reforms that work to improve the 
disparities between women and men, try to stick as close as possible to that idea in your 
solutions. 
 
 

IV. Bloc Positions 
 
Asian Bloc: There are many laws in place across countries in Asia that protect women and girls. 
However in many areas, the deeply rooted stereotypes and attitudes towards women has 
allowed for discrimination within education, healthcare and the justice system to prevail. With 
not enough women in the Asia Pacific represented in politics, women are also susceptible to 
serious human rights violations such a human trafficking and gender-based violence. 
 
European Bloc: Huge progress has been made in this region in combatting gender 
discrimination, housing the only six countries worldwide that have granted women complete 
equal rights. However, the fulfillment of women’s rights still has ways to go. Descrimination and 
hate speech have exacerbated the issue of violence against women in this region. 
 
Latin Bloc: The Latin and Carribean region has some of the countries most heavily affected by 
inequality, discrimination and violence. Poverty runs rampant in many regions, further 



 

amplifying the educational inequalities faced by women. Latin America is also home to ten of 
the most dangerous cities worldwide and this widespread violence threatens the safety of 
many women daily. 
 
Western Bloc: Much like Europe, countries such as the United States have made progressive 
strides in achieving gender equality. Without some of the issues that many developing nations 
face, these positive strides towards gender equality are made possible. However, violence, 
institutional barriers and discrimination still plague these regions. Issues such as achieving 
economic equality, gender equity and the end of gender based violence is something that still 
needs to be improved upon. 
 
African Bloc: Poverty rates in this region are still very high. Discrimination against women also 
greatly hinder their economic opportunities, with many forced to work in poorly paying jobs 
that offer no opporunity for advancement. Though more women have been able to involve 
themselves in politics, electoral-related violence is of growing concern. Generally, women in 
this region are given half the rights of men. 
 
 

V. Guiding Questions  
1. What are some of the most pressing issues faced by women in your country? 
2. How does the COVID pandemic impact the issue in your country? 
3. What are some of the rights that women hold/don’t hold in your country? 
4. Are there any rights your country has that you think could be applied elsewhere? 
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Hello delegates! My name is Halley Carson, and I would like to welcome you to the 38th 
Annual MVHSMUN Conference, and the very first virtual conference we have ever held. We 
are glad to have you here, despite the very strange nature of the circumstances. As a junior, I 
have been a part of MVHSMUN for 3 years now and am lucky enough to be a part of Middle 
Secretariat. I also love lacrosse, photography, hiking, music, and the beach. We are very 
excited to have you here with us. Feel free to reach out to me with any questions! 
 
Hello delegates, my name is Delia Redman, and I will be the Vice Chair for this committee at 
this conference. I am a junior here at MVHS and this my second year in MUN, and like Halley I 
am also a member of Middle Secretariat. Besides MUN, I am an editor of the school’s 
yearbook and on the varsity track & field and soccer teams at Mission. Outside of school, I 
enjoy hiking and all things nature. I am very excited to hear your ideas on such an interesting 
topic! 
 

 
I. Background of Topic 

 
Overpopulation, or “the condition of being populated with excessively large numbers,” 

is an issue that puts our world and future greatly at risk. At the beginning of the nineteenth 
century, the total world population surpassed a billion people for the first time in history. 
Growth rates have been increasing exponentially, eventually leading to the achievement of 7 
billion after 2010. This paper first charts the differences in population growth between the 
world regions. Total fertility, or the number of births per woman, must decline in order to stop 
this exponential growth since our earth is not able to sustain this amount of people for much 
longer, let alone forever. In order to speed up this decline of total fertility, improvements must 
be made in education, development, and more. However, modern medicine and science have 
decreased maternal mortality, and the very exponential nature of population growth has put 
food supply, resource sustainability, and environment well being in danger. The ten most 
populated nations are China, India, the United States, Indonesia, Pakistan, Brazil, Nigeria, 
Bangladesh, Russia and Mexico. The United Nations is involved due to the negative and harmful 
effects that overpopulation and overconsumption have on the environment. If something is not 
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done about this pressing issue immediately, the density of population will continue to grow 
exponentially and harm the planet as we know it. 
 
 

II. UN Involvement  
 

Due to the decreased maternal mortality and infant rates, easier international 
migration, increased life expectancy, and increased fertility rates, overpopulation has posed a 
large threat to our global community and the UN has become deeply involved. Some involved 
organizations include the UN Population Fund (UNFPA) and the UN Population Division. The 
Population Division synthesizes information on things such as marriage and fertility statistics, 
migration, development, urbanization, prospects, and policies. Another UN body is the 
Commission on Population and Development. Furthermore, the UN is aiming to implement the 
Programme of Action adopted by the 1994 International Conference on Population and 
Development (IPCD). The Population Fund headed a conference, developing a mandate with 
key areas of reproductive health, gender equality, and population and development. 

 
 

III. Possible Solutions 
 

Overpopulation can create many long lasting problems that affect both people and the 
planet, but there are some solutions that besides national policies and laws that can do the job 
of lowering the rates of population. One of these solutions is empowering women; microcredit 
projects that have already happened through the United Nations Population Fund have been 
able to turn young women into advocates for reproductive health. These women with access to 
reproductive health services had an easier time escaping poverty as while on birth control was 
able to prevent unwanted pregnancies and keep these women working. Promoting family 
planning is another strategy that some countries have already done to tackle the problem of 
overpopulation. Family planning’s major functions are helping couples avoid unwanted 
pregnancies, address and educate the problem of sexually transmitted diseases, and reduce the 
spread of sexually transmitted diseases. Countries that have implemented more family planning 
such as Iran and Rowonda have already had a lowering in the fertility rate. 
 

 
IV. Bloc Positions 

 
Europe: In Europe, the overpopulation problem is one caused by the imbalanced population 

growth dealing with excessive immigration from other regions. This imbalance causes the 
domestic population growth of the continent to be well above the replacement level. One 
thing that these developed countries can focus on is balancing the population growth. Due 
to the achieved economic growth in this region, they can provide loans through 
Governmental Organizations and the United Nations to make investments in less developed 
countries is an option for the European countries. 

 



 

North America: The countries of North America are in a similar position as the European countries, 
as they are seeing high levels of immigration and domestic population growth. Differently, 
there are a few countries in North America, such as the United States, that have still seen a 
concerning rate of decline of birth rates even as more people immigrate to the country. 

 
Middle East: The countries in the Middle East are in the opposite position than the two previous 

blocs, as they are in a position where they are facing under population due to migration or 
increasing poverty rates. Most of these countries are developing countries and are in need 
of financial support and social progress to help reach a balanced population level. 

 
Asia:   Countries in Asia face many different situations involving their population rates. Some 

countries are under populated because of poverty rates and migration, while others are 
overpopulated, or taking major steps to deal with population. India is one of the countries 
in Asia that is seeing many problems due to overpopulation, but is also taking steps to 
decrease the growth rate through rising education levels and decreasing poverty levels. 

 
Africa: Some African countries have gone through major economic development in recent decades 

and have transitioned the countries to a controlled and balanced population growth level. 
However, there still are countries in Africa that face overpopulation and low development 
rates that need further investments and funds to achieve the social stability that the other 
African countries have. 

 
 

 
V. Guiding Questions  

 
1. What role do women play in terms of career versus homemaking? 
2. How long can the Earth be sustained at the current rate and future faster rates of 

population growth? 
3. Does religion stand in the way of population stabilization? 
4. How do diseases (and their cures) impact the population? 
5. What effects will decreasing population rates have on the economy? 
6. Does your country face issues with population growth? 
7. Is your national population growth rate below, above, or at replacement level? 
8. Does your country believe poverty plays a role in population growth? 
9. What environmental issues have your country faced due to overpopulation? 
10. Does your country have a national policy or law in regards to population? Have these 

laws been successful? 
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Hello! My name is Owen Dybel, and I will be your Head Chair during your time at our 38th 
Annual Conference. This is my 3rd year in MUN, and I’m a junior at Mission. Outside of 
school, I enjoy going off-roading with friends and trying new food. I hope I can provide you all 
with a good first taste of virtual MUN conferences! I look forward to seeing you all, feel free 
to ask me any questions at the conference. 
 
Hello delegates! My name is Grace Foley, and I will be your vice chair for this committee. I am 
currently a sophomore at MVHS, and this is my second year of taking MUN. I play JV 
volleyball and soccer here at Mission. My favorite color is green but I mean all colors are 
pretty, to be honest. Outside of school, I look forward to hanging out with friends or 
procrastinating on homework. I can’t wait to meet you all and hear what you have to say on 
this issue of committee! 
 
           I.    Background of Topic 
 

Drug trafficking is characterized as &quot;a worldwide illegal exchange including the 
development, production, conveyance, and offer of substances which are liable to tranquilize 
denial laws,&quot; by the United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime (UNODC). Drug dealing 
includes the developments of numerous medications including cannabis, narcotics, cocaine, 
amphetamines, and rapture. Through and through, the drug exchange is esteemed at between 
$426 billion to $652 billion every year. This exchange supplies around 200 million medication 
clients around the world (UNODC, 2010). Worldwide medication creation is packed in three 
locales: Latin America, Afghanistan, and Southeast Asia. In Latin America, nations, for example, 
Mexico and Colombia are well known for being the home of cartels that convey drugs into 
North America and Europe. These cartels go after transportation courses from development 
land to the market. In South America, around 158,800 hectares of land are committed to the 
development of coca, the premise of cocaine (UNODC, 2010). Afghanistan is fundamental to 
the creation of opium, with around 123,00 hectares of land gave to its creation. The opium is 
then dealt through Russia and the Balkans, where it arrives at the European market. 
Afghanistan is additionally the worlds driving maker of hashish, a cannabis subordinate. 
Between 10,000 and 24,000 hectares of cannabis is grown in Afghanistan, with a yield of 
around 145 kilograms per hectare (UNODC, 2010). Opium is likewise created in Southeast Asia, 
eminently Myanmar and Laos. This opium is dealt with Europe just as neighboring nations, for 
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example, China. Illegal drug trafficking is an issue for the world as it harms the worldwide 
economy and damages public health worldwide. Considering all areas of the world and industry 
areas to be influenced. The UN established the United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime 
(UNODC) in 1997 with the goal of keeping the world safe from drug dealing, organized crime, 
corruption and, terrorism. The UNODC focuses on accomplishing health, security and equity for 
all by handling these dangers and advancing harmony and practical prosperity as obstacles to 
them. 
 
       II.    UN Involvement 
 

The United Nations recognizes the severity of drug trafficking throughout the world. The 
UNODC is the United Nations Office of Drugs and Crime which constantly deals with drug 
trafficking. Rather than going out and sending dealers to jail and trying to take down the big 
drug cartels, the UN is focusing their efforts on public health, treatment/rehabilitation, and the 
economic/social effects. Major upheaval would arise if the UN were to immediately seize all 
drugs, making it complicated to create a well-rounded resolution. Countries such as 
Afghanistan and Iran heavily rely on drug trafficking to bring in revenue even though it is 
extremely cheap to obtain. Several resolutions have been passed and even more are being 
worked on, including resolution 61/2 which focuses on preventing drug abuse in educational 
settings. It points out that there must be “full respect for sovereignty and territorial integrity.” 
It addresses achieving Sustainable Development Goal 3, good health and well being, for people 
of all ages while protecting human rights. Another resolution, 61/9, is focused on “protecting 
children from the illicit drug challenge.” It is common to see both accidental intoxication and 
drugs made to appeal to children. This resolution further explores the current international 
legal drug control framework and how it can be modified to be efficient. 
 
           III.   Possible Solutions 
 

For starters, strengthening border control helps each country control exactly what is 
going in and out. This is especially important in areas with many bordering countries such as the 
middle east. Technology can be used to make this as effective as possible. Second, using 
sanctions may decrease trade with Latin American countries that possess many illicit drugs. 
Sanctions will stop a country from giving assistance to a Latin American one. A universal and 
immediate solution is education. Educating the public on leading causes and consequences that 
drugs have on a person will prevent further generations from abusing narcotics. This can be 
over commercials, billboards, in schools, through seminars and more. It is important to not 
forget about those who already are addicted. Rehabilitation centers are necessary as those 
abusing drugs now usually can’t make it out without help. 
 
      IV.     Bloc Positions 
Europe: Every year, EU citizens spend about tens of billions of euros on illicit drugs. While some 
European countries have made efforts to prevent such a trade through the legalization of 
recreational use of drugs, organized crime groups are their main concern. They are also focused 
on the effect these crime groups have on surrounding weaker countries.  



 

 
      North America: North America is at the epicenter of this crisis. With Mexico and other Latin 
American countries producing most of the world’s drugs used in illegal trafficking, most of 
North America is either trying to stop this trade in their country or trying to aid in stopping it. 
Crime is also very rampant because of illegal drug trafficking.  
 
     Asia: Asia is dealing mostly with the trafficking aspect of this problem. Most drug dealers 
navigate their drugs to Europe through Asia.  Again, organized crime and the movement of 
these drugs is what is creating most of the problem. 
 
     Middle East: The Middle East also deals a lot with the trafficking of drugs. There are 
currently three routes the UN is trying to regulate and control: the Triangular Intivative, 
Afghanistan-Kyrgyzstan-Tajikistan (AKT) Initiative, and the Regional Working Groups.  With 
other issues plaguing the area, the main focus is to make sure there is policy in place to counter 
the trafficking of drugs. 
 
     Africa: African countries have been hit with an Opiod Crisis. This has led them to be more 
susceptible to the trafficking of illegal drugs, most of them being opioid ors other pain-killing 
drugs. The trade for other narcotics are equally as rampant.  
  
 
 
V. Guiding Questions 
1) How has the recent pandemic impacted drug trafficking? How did keeping people home 
affect the demand for these substances? 
2) How severe are your country’s punishments for possession of drugs? 
3) Does your country’s level of development have an impact on drug trafficking? 
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