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Hi delegates, my name is Athena Rinehart and I will be your Head Chair for this                

conference. This is my second time as a chair and my third year in the MUN program at Mission.                   

I am also on Varsity Song and an editor in Yearbook. I love going to the beach and throwing                   

bonfires with friends. MUN has given me a chance to really focus and learn about issues                

happening today all around the world. I am very excited to “see” you all and have the best                  

conference! 

Hi delegates, my name is Katrina Simon and I will be your Vice Chair for the 

MVHSMUN XXXVIII conference. I am currently a junior at Mission Viejo High School and 

this is my second year participating in MUN. Other activities that I do besides MUN is track, 

choir and soccer all here at MVHS. MUN has given me the opportunity to expand my knowledge 

about what is going on in the world while also teaching me problem solving and public speaking 

skills. Additionally, MUN has taught me to further my social skills and to always obtain the 

knowledge on all perspectives of a topic. I am very excited to hear your ideas on such a prevalent 

topic. 

 

Please use the email below to ask any questions and to turn in your Position Papers. Also, 

all information on the conference, committee, rubrics, etc are on the MVHSMUN website.  

 
 
 
 
 



 
Sustainable Energy Resources and Zero Carbon Emissions 

 

Background of Topic: 

Renewable energy is a sustainable alternative to the fossil fuels that are being used and 
will prevent more negative impacts on the environment that nonrenewable resources have 
caused. Renewable energy is able to be used whenever needed, some examples are solar or wind 
power because they create energy, but do not run out. Since the Industrial Revolution, energy 
resources have become more and more demanded over time. However, with this demand comes 
supply and some people estimate that Earth will run out of usable fossil fuels before the end of 
this century. Over the years, the values of different resources have been fluctuating in accordance 
with technological and environmental developments and what they need in order to function. 
Starting with the Industrial Revolution, the invention of the steam engine increased the value of 
coal and the internal combustion engine increased the value of oil. With more use of coal and oil, 
there has been more fossil fuels and natural gas.  While all of these resources have been used for 
the centuries before us, scientists and environmentalists now realize that none of them provide 
sustainable and environmentally friendly energy. Additionally, the use of these fossil fuels have 
been tied into climate change and environmental damage. These nonrenewable sources have a 
negative impact on the environment because when fossil fuels are burned they produce gases. 
These gases can then become trapped in the earth’s atmosphere and will not allow the sun’s 
energy to escape from the atmosphere. Moreover, this is causing the earth to warm and affecting 
people’s and the environment's well being. With this realization, many people have been 
attempting to develop and discover new and more dependable energy resources. Since the late 
1830s, there have been many attempts in developing and improving renewable energy resources, 
but the need for more sustainable energy resources is constantly rising. Throughout the years, 
numerous scientists and well-known public figures have been trying to voice their opinions and 
concerns on this serious issue. Although there have been a number of successful alternatives, 
there is still a long way to go if we want to achieve the ideal level of renewable energy resources. 

 

UN Involvement: 

The UN is an active participant of the subject of reasonable energy, it has been discussed 
thoroughly for over 10 years. The UN also supports NGOs to help with this concerning problem, 
for example, the UNEP and UNDP are effectively looking to empower the shaping of sustainable 
energy resources around the world. Additionally, the UN is attempting to help aid different 
associations, such as the IREnA(International Renewable Energy Agency). This helps because 
by giving them updated status, it notifies each other when help is needed and therefore all hands 
can be on deck . The UN Secretary-General, Ban Ki-moon, has even voiced his opinions to the 



Investors at the UN Investor summit in New York to ensure that action by governments, 
business, finance, industry, and civil society in need to make new commitments and 
contributions that will help the world shift toward a low-carbon economy.  

 

Possible Solutions: 

In light of this situation, the UN has come up with some possible solutions for the 
implementation of renewable energy and Zero-Carbon emission technologies. The UN finds that 
awarding people and giving out research grants, can lead to motivation in finding these 
alternatives energy sources. These rewards would allow inventive people to create their own 
vision, which would most likely bring more realistic solutions. As for the countries wanting to 
make these strives to change their main source of energy to renewables and zero carbon by 
providing loans and political support to insure their eased transmission.  

India’s Solar and Wind recycling is rated the top producer of solar energy in the world. India’s 
energy comes from renewable sources. Energy Climate and Sustainable Development (URC) 
works, particularly with developing nations, to promote the development and use of renewable 
energies. The URC could help spread and fund India’s Wind and Solar ways of producing solar 
energy. Hydropower is another possible solution. The country of Zimbabwe built 
mini-hydropower plants to provide energy for citizens living in rural areas, resulting in less 
environmental degradation. LENRs are a theoretical source of energy currently in development. 
They harness energy from minimalist nuclear reactions that transform one stable element to 
another within a controlled environment. This idea was previously regarded as cold fusion. This 
is considered a theoretical source of energy not because the reactions are impossible, but because 
of the fact that scientists can't manage to gain more energy from the nuclear reaction than the 
energy they spend to start the reaction in the first place. 

All of these solutions are likely to help us in the near future and all delegates are encouraged to 
come up with other possible solutions 

 

 

Bloc Positions: 

The United States gets approximately 82% of its energy from fossil fuels. Since 2011, the U.S. 
has been making strides to use renewable energy, as of now, 11.7% of its energy is coming from 
an alternate energy source. In 2009, President Barack Obama called for the doubling in use of 
renewable energy and in his 2012 State of the Union Address, he reaffirmed his commitment to 
renewable energy. In addition, the U.S. has multiple government agencies that monitor the 



environment. They do so through the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA), The Department 
of Energy (DOE), Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS), and many others. 

Brazil is a leading example of a developing country that is using renewable energy rather than 
fossil fuels. In Brazil, more than 79% of all their energy comes from renewable resources, most 
noticeably, sugarcane ethanol which the country has an abundance of. After their oil shortage in 
the 1970s, Brazil focused solely on developing renewable energies, which is the reason behind 
their advanced use of these energy sources. 

The People’s Republic of China is another country admired for their quickly developing use and 
switch to renewable energy. In order to do so, China has begun to invest more capital in its 
renewable energy program during the 2000s. They did so by focusing primarily on hydropower 
and nuclear power. Although China does still mine and use coal as an energy source, they are at 
least making strides to better their communities and putting out an effort.  

 

Guiding Questions: 

1. What incentives can we use to promote the use of renewable energy? 
2. How can we best implement these forms of renewable energy? 
3. How can we make renewable energy more affordable and practical? 
4. What is the timeline for when member states should begin the switch from fossil fuels to 

renewable energy? 
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