
37 th    Annual   MVHSMUN   Conference  
               “ opus   justitiae   pax ”  
            The   Work   of   Justice   Shall   be   Peace  
 

 
Comittee   Email;    mvhsmunhsc@gmail.com  

Hello,   my   name   is   April   Souza   and   I   am   so   excited   to   be   your   vice   chair!   I   am   currently   a  
sophomore   at   El   Toro   High   School.   This   is   my   second   year   in   MUN.   I   have   been   involved   in  
many   programs   and   clubs   including   CSF,   the   vexillology   club,   and   the   origami   club.   As   well,   I  
am   the   president   of   a   creative   writing   club.  
 

Korean   War   Of   1950  
Background  
            Beginning   on   June   25,   1950,   war   was   declared   on   the   Korean   Peninsula.   After   World   War  
II,   the   Korean   Peninsula   was   divided   into   North   and   South   Korea,   which   was   due   to   the   different  
styles   of   government,   one   being   communist   and   the   other   being   anti-communist.   The   United  
States   controlled   the   South   and   Russia   controlled   the   North.   Only   years   after   the   start   of   the   Cold  
War,   North   Korea   invaded   South   Korea.   Because   of   this   invasion,   the   president   ordered   the  
slaughter   of   over   100,000   northerners.   The   United   States   and   many   other   countries   sent   troops  
and   aid   to   South   Korea.   American   troops   fought   the   North   Korean   army   in   the   Battle   of   Osan,  
but   the   Northerners   were   victorious.   The   United   Nations   sent   troops   to   protect   the   South   Korean  
capital   from   communist   control.   The   U.S.   advanced   into   Pyongyang,   but   before   what   seemed  
like   a   simple   victory,   the   Chinese   joined   the   war   on   the   North   Korean   side.   This   strong   army  
pushed   back   the   South   Korean   army   to   the   38th   parallel.   The   UN   troops   were   attacked   by  
180,000   chinese   and   North   Korean   soldiers.   As   peace   talks   steadily   began,   France   joined   forces  
with   the   U.S.   Together   they   defeated   Chinese   and   North   Korean   forces   in   what   was   called   the  
Month   Long   Battle.   Months   after   this   battle,   peace   talks   continued   and   the   Koreas   signed   a   treaty  
to   stop   the   fighting   on   July   27,   1953,   but   they   still   remain   separated   to   this   day.   Many   countries  
have   sought   to   unite   the   countries,   but   no   resolutions   have   been   successful.   It   has   been   estimated  
that   over   3   million   people,   including   soldiers   and   innocent   civilians   were   killed   in   this   war,   with  
over   227,800   South   Korean   people   dead   and   429,000   Chinese   and   North   Korean   people   dead.   As  
well,   the   total   includes   allies   on   both   sides   that   contributed   troops   and   the   UN’s   troops.   
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Past   UN   Action  

In   October   Of   1950,   the   UN   sent   in   troops   to   support   and   protect   South   Korea   from   any  
communist   invaders   from   North   Korea.   They   were   strongly   opposed   to   the   spread   of  
communism   to   South   Korea   and   the   first   invade.   Seeing   that   South   Korea’s   army   was   far   too  
weak   to   fight,   they   sent   about   92,000   soldiers   to   fight.   The   UNC   supported   the   U.S.,   France,  
South   Korea,   and   many   other   South   Korean   allies   and   they   helped   bring   many   battles   to   their  
victory.   However,   with   no   real   resolution,   except   ceasefire,   the   UN   and   many   nations   around   the  
world   have   had   conferences   about   rejoining   the   Korean   Peninsula.   The   UN   organizations   that  
have   been   used   include   UNC,   the   Security   Council,   and   the   General   Assembly.   One   of   these  
meetings   detailed   in   the   establishment   of   a   new   government   system   that   could   apply   to   both   of  
the   Korean   States   and   a   major   policy   of    a   ceasefire   and   peace   zone.   This   resolution   passed   and  
had   no   resistance   in   the   Security   Council.   As   well,   in   another   meeting   before   this,   Resolution   82  
explained   how   the   Korean   Peninsula   would   be   split.   It   was   also   issued   by   the   Security   council  
and   was   put   into   effect   in   1953.   All   countries   in   this   conference   also   agreed   on   how   the   nations  
would   be   separated,   on   the   38th   parallel.   Not   only   did   this   split   the   nations,   but   also   instantly  
ended   the   brutal   war.   Due   to   world   wide   involvement   in   the   war,   the   UN   has   hosted   many   other  
conferences   in   the   past   to   calm   many   countries   from   the   recent   war   and   to   restore   peace.   The   UN  
needed   to   recover   as   well,   due   to   extreme   losses   of   troops   in   the   UNC.  

 
 
  

Case   Study  
The   United   States   has   always   been   largely   against   the   spread   of   communism   and   were  

therefore   against   any   attempt   at   communist   control   over   South   Korea.   However,   there   were   many  
unaligned   countries,   specifically   in   the   Middle   East   and   in   Africa.   The   United   States   attempted   to  
convince   these   countries   to   join   their   side   and   fight   for   anti   communism.   Additionally,   they   were  
against   the   resolution   that   was   created   and   have   attended   many   conferences.   The   United   States   is  
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one   of   the   most   predominant   countries   associated   with   this   issue,   since   they   were   so   invested,  
through   its   control   over   Korea   during   this   time   and   how   many   troops   they   sent   to   fight   in   this  
war.   This   includes   many   in   the   Security   Council.   One   of   these   conferences   has   helped   bring   the  
United   States   and   China   together   to   agree   that   there   needs   to   be   a   new   solution,   to   reunite   the  
separated   countries   on   the   peninsula.    Many   nations   have   also   attended   these   conferences   to   unite  
the   two   halves   of   the   Korean   Peninsula,   hoping   that   it   would   improve   the   overall   economy,  
trading,   settle   government,   and   create   peace   among   the   communist   and   the   anti-communist  
countries.   However,   other   than   addressing   the   problem   at   hand,   none   of   the   proposed   resolutions  
have   been   passed,   seeing   as   it   is   difficult   for   these   countries   to   compromise   due   to   such   different  
government   views.   Additionally,   the   United   States   has   continuously   worked   with   the   Koreas   to  
create   a   new   resolution   that   would   settle   both   sides’   needs.   So,   in   handling   this   issue,   it   is  
important   to   look   at   actions   that   have   succeeded   and   that   have   failed.   This   will   help   by  
formulating   resolutions   that   could   improve   the   past   ones.   The   use   of   world   wide   collaboration   is  
important,   so   using   different   conferences   could   potentially   a   large   portion.   As   well,   it   is  
necessary   that   they   consider   the   border   zones   and   how   they   could   change   with   a   new   resolution.  
Lastly,   consider   the   use   of   NGOs   to   fund   or   to   help   enforce   the   new   resolutions.   Many   of   these  
have   been   added   to   many   of   the   United   States’s   rough-drafts   of   resolutions,   but   many   more  
countries   do   not   agree,   so   these   plans   must   be   revised.  
 
Questions   to   Consider  

1.   Based   on   the   past   resolution   of   the   war,   how   was   it   successful   and   unsuccessful,   what  
could   have   been   added   to   the   agreement   to   improve   it?  

2. How   have   people   around   the   world   been   affected   by   this   war?   Domestically?  
3. What   would   better   resolve   and   end   this   war   peacefully?   What   could   have   been   done  

differently   to   create   a   better   outcome?  
4. What   would   an   alternative   resolution   change   on   an   international   basis,   other   than   ending  

the   war?  
5. How   would   the   international   dynamic   have   changed   if   it   ended   any   later   than   it   did?  
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Suggested   Reading  

 
“The   Interrogation   Rooms   of   the   Korean   War:   The   Untold   History.”    Woodrow   Wilson   Center.  

https://www.wilsoncenter.org/event/the-interrogation-rooms-the-korean-war-the-untold-history  
“Korean   War:   How   the   Battle   Of   Seoul   Became   a   Bloodbath.”   National   Interest   and   Welfare   History  

Network.   https://nationalinterest.org/blog/buzz/korean-war-how-battle-  
seoul-became-bloodbath-62812  

“Korean   War   Records.”   National   Archives   and   Military   Records.   https://www.archives.g  
ov/research/military/korean-war  

“Korean   War   Timeline.”   Totally   History,   American   and   World   History.   http://totallyhist  
ory.com/us-history/korean-war/  

“   The   United   Nations   in   the   Korean   War.”   The   History   Learning   Site.   https://www.historyle  
arningsite.co.uk/modern-world-history-1918-to-1980/the-united-nations/the-united-nations-and-t 
he-korean-war/  
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Invasion   of   Taiwan  

I. Background  

The   dispute   over   the   island   of   Taiwan   has   begun   from   the   tensions   in   an   armed  

conflict   between   the   People’s   Republic   of   China   (PRC)   and   the    Republic   of   China  

(ROC).   This   small   island   has   become   important   because   of   its   close   proximity   to   China  

and   the   role   it   played   in   the   Chinese   Civil   War.   Once   the   Republic   of   China,   led   by  

Chiang   Kai-Shek,   realized   it   had   lost   all   control   of   China,   they   fled   to   Taiwan.   He   has  

established   troops   on   the   two   islands   as   well   as   on   the   Dachen   Islands.   Since   then,  

Chiang   has   launched   attacks   from   the   cities   of   Jinmen   and   Mazu.   These   attacks   have  

been   aimed   along   the   coast   of   mainland   China.   Since   then,   leaders   of   both   parties   have  

seen   Taiwan   as   an   opportunity   to   attack   one   another.   Both   sides   see   Taiwan   as   their   land  
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to   claim.   The   Republic   of   China   has   the   goal   to   control   Taiwan   yet   also   regain   control   of  

mainland   China.  

II. UN   Involvement  

The   Security   Council   has   recently   passed   Resolution   87   (Complaint   of   Armed  

Invasion   in   Taiwan).   This   resolution   recognizes   this   issue   requires   an   investigation   to   see  

if   it   poses   a   threat   to   international   peace   and   security.   It   also   stated   that   both   sides   of   the  

issue,   the   PRC   and   ROC,   must   be   present   to   ensure   full   representation   of   both   parties.  

The   United   Nations   has   also   not   supported   statements   and   actions   made   by   the   United  

States.   In   which,   the   president   has   declared   to   liberate   Taiwan   from   all   control   of   China.  

United   States   troops   have   moved   forward   into   Taiwan.   The   actions   have   been   considered  

to   be   a   direct   violation   of   the   United   Nations   Charter.   They   have   also   been   condemned   by  

the   Security   Council   for   the   actions   taken   with   the   justification   that   the   United   States   has  

committed   criminal   acts.  

III. Possible   Solutions  

When   possible,   the   United   Nations   is   always   looking   for   a   peaceful   and  

diplomatic   approach   to   conflict.   A   meeting   can   be   called   to   order   with   representatives  

from   both   the   PRC   and   the   ROC.   The   meeting   will   be   held   on   neutral   ground   so   no   side  

feels   attacked.   It   is   possible   that   a   middle   ground   can   be   met.   Both   sides   may   be   willing  

to   both   withdraw   from   Taiwan   and   allow   it   to   be   its   own   independent   nation.   It   is   also  
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possible   that   there   is   a   way   for   both   parties   to   compromise   and   find   a   way   to   share   power  

within   China.   Military   action   is   always   a   possible   solution.   It   is   important   to   remember  

that   military   action   can   usually   be   infringing   on   sovereignty.   

IV. Country   Blocs  

Asian   Bloc:    the   Asian   bloc   is   split   in   this   situation.   The   country   of   China   is   split   in   half  

with   two   parties   fighting   for   power.   There   is   the   Republic   of   China   and   the   People's  

Republic   of   China   both   wanting   control   over   Taiwan   and   China.   

Western   Bloc:    the   United   States   is   heavily   involved   in   the   invasion   of   Taiwan.   They  

have   stated   their   support   for   the   Republic   of   China.   They   have   also   sent   in   troops   to   help  

invade   Taiwan   for   the   ROC   to   gain   control.   At   this   time,   the   Security   Council   has  

condemned   these   actions.  

European   Bloc:    Taiwan   was   originally   under   control   of   the   Dutch.   Since   at   this   time   the  

Cold   War   has   begun,   Russia   has   not   taken   much   involvement   in   this   conflict.  

 

V. Questions   to   Consider  

1. Is   military   action   by   United   Nations   peacekeepers   necessary?   

2. Is   it   right   for   both   Chinese   parties   to   claim   Taiwan   as   their   own?  

3. Is   this   invasion   an   infringement   on   Taiwan's   sovereignty?  
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4.   Should   bigger   nations   find   themselves   responsible   for   leading   if   action   is  

necessary?  

5. Is   it   correct   to   condemn   the   United   States   for   their   actions   taken?  

VI. Sources  

https://history.state.gov/milestones/1953-1960/taiwan-strait-crises  

https://www.refworld.org/docid/3b00f1ef50.html  

https://www.jstor.org/stable/20079399   

https://history.state.gov/milestones/1953-1960/taiwan-strait-crises
https://www.refworld.org/docid/3b00f1ef50.html
https://www.jstor.org/stable/20079399

