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Hi!   My   name   is   Ben   Nguyen   and   for   the   37th   MVHS   MUN   conference,   I   will   be   one   of  

your   co-chairs.   I   am   currently   a   junior   at   Mission   Viejo   High   School,   and   it   is   my   second   year  

being   apart   of   MUN.   During   my   spare   time,   I   make   bad   decisions   by   eating   unhealthy   foods,  

procrastinating   work,   or   avoiding   responsibilities.   When   I’m   not   making   bad   decisions,   I   like   to  

play   video   games,   watch   anime,   or   play   ping   pong   with   my   family.   I   am   looking   forward   to  

meeting   you   all   and   towards   this   conference   as   well.   If   you   have   any   problems   please   contact   me  

at    mvhsmunsc@gmail.com .   

Hi,   my   name   is   Kunal   Pandey   and   I’ll   be   your   Vice   Chair   from   El   Toro   High   School.   I’m  

a   sophomore   and   I   play   basketball.   I   like   lifting   weights   and   working   out   and   jamming   to   Lil   Uzi  

Vert   and   Ski   Mask   the   Slump   God.   I'm   a   fun   guy.   

 

Reconstruction   of   Syria  

I. Background   of   Topic  

With   estimates   as   high   as   $250   billion   to   $400   billion   dollars,   one   of   the   primary  

issues   with   the   reconstruction   of   Syria   is   the   money   needed   to   rebuild   Syria.   The   Syrian   Civil  

War,   which   has   been   going   on   for   at   least   8   years,   has   practically   left   country   and   its   cities   in  

ruins.   President   Bashar   al-Assad   has   shifted   his   attention   to   rebuilding   his   country,   partly   to  

assert   his   victory   in   the   war   The   Syrian   government's   budget   only   has   about   $8.9   dollars,   and  
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many   of   its   people   are   in   need   of   humanitarian   assistance.   How   Syria   plans   to   rebuild   is  

uncertain   as   there   seems   to   be   no   concrete   plan   of   action,   and   there   is   dispute   regarding   who  

should   help   pay   for   the   costs   of   reconstruction.   For   example,   Russia   points   its   fingers   to   the   West  

to   pay   for   reconstruction,   but   the   West   continues   to   refuse.   However,   the   West   has   been   put   in   a  

tough   situation   as   it   wants   to   help   with   the   humanitarian   situation,   but   it   doesn’t   want   to   support  

Assad’s   regime   by   rebuilding   the   country.   France   would   consider   helping   out   if   Assad   forced   the  

country   to   undergo   a   political   transition   and   create   a   new   constitution.   Syria   on   the   other   hand,  

wants   China   to   support   its   regime,   but   it   has   no   hope   of   receiving   any   help   if   it   is   left   in   its  

unstable   state.   

II. UN   Involvement  

With   basic   infrastructure   destroyed   from   the   Civil   War,   the   UN   has   promised   to   help   with  

the   reconstruction   of   the   country   in   order   to   rebuild   homes   that   Syrians   can   return   to.   Their   focus  

seems   to   be   on   refugees   and   displaced   people   a   home   to   return   to.   They   have   also   raised   about   $7  

billion   dollars   in   donations   during   a   conference   that   had   Western   donors   questioning   whether   it  

was   right   to   start   the   reconstruction   now   that   Assad   has   almost   won.   Aside   from   reconstruction,  

the   UN   has   also   put   forth   efforts   in   assisting   the   people   of   Syria   through   humanitarian   convoys,  

vaccinations   for   polio   and   measles,   general   education   for   kids,   and   funding.   However,   there  

hasn’t   been   much   action   on   reconstruction   since   the   war   has   been   their   primary   concern   up   until  

recently.  
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III. Possible   Solutions  

Delegates,   it   is   now   up   to   you   to   come   up   with   your   own   solutions,   figuring   out   the   best  

method   to   get   money   for   Syria’s   reconstruction   as   well   as   how   that   money   should   be   spent   in  

order   for   Syria   to   rebuild.   There   are   various   ways   to   approach   the   issue,   and   they   should   focus   on  

raising   money   for   Syria   in   order   to   help   them   rebuild   as   well   as   deciding   how   that   money   should  

be   spent   in   order   to   make   the   reconstruction   process   as   efficient   as   possible.   Some   general   ideas  

might   be   to   spread   awareness   of   the   problem   or   to   educate   people   about   it,   but   these   ideas  

shouldn’t   be   used   as   your   primary   solution   to   the   problem.   To   rebuild   Syria,   an   example   could   be  

creating   an   NGO   that   would   focus   on   helping   out   countries   that   need   infrastructural   help,   and  

using   the   profits   from   that   NGO   to   rebuild   cities   that   would   bring   back   refugees   who   can   also  

contribute   to   the   reconstruction   of   Syria.   Be   as   creative   as   you   can   when   looking   for   a   solution.   I  

look   forward   to   seeing   the   many   solutions   that   you   all   will   come   up   with.  

 

IV. Bloc   Positions  

   Asian   Bloc :   Generally,   the   Asian   Bloc   is   uninvolved   with   the   conflict   or   with   the   reconstruction  

in   Syria   as   the   war   is   supposed   to   be   a   proxy   war   between   the   U.S.   and   Russia.   Aside   from   China  

and   Russia,   the   rest   of   Asia   remains   unassociated   with   the   matter.  

European   Bloc :   The   European   Bloc   does   not   want   to   help   Syria   in   their   reconstruction   until   a  

political   has   taken   place   that   incorporates   the   needs   and   wants   of   the   Syrian   people.  
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Latin   American   Bloc :   Latin   America   remains   silent   on   their   involvement   in   the   reconstruction   of  

Syria,   much   like   their   position   to   war.   However,   most   of   the   countries   in   Latin   America   are  

welcoming   in   the   refugees   from   Syria.   

North   American   Bloc :   North   America,   mostly   the   U.S.,   is   conflicted   with   the   issue   of  

reconstruction   as   they   want   Syria   to   rebuild   in   order   for   refugees   to   return   to   their   home   country,  

but   they   do   not   want   to   support   the   regime.  

V. Guiding   Questions  

1. What   is   your   country’s   position   on   the   Syrian   Civil   War  

2. Does   your   country   support   Bashar   al-Assad?  

3. Would   you   country   stand   to   benefit   from   helping   out   the   reconstruction   of   Syria?  

4. What   is   the   most   efficient   way   to   use   the   money   to   rebuild   Syria?  

5. Aside   from   donations,   what   can   the   United   Nations   do   to   help   in   Syria’s   reconstruction  

VI. Works   Cited  

“Biggest   Ever   UN   Aid   Delivery   in   Syria   Provides   Relief   to   Desperate   Civilians   |   UN  

News.”    United   Nations ,   United   Nations,   6   Feb.   2019,  

news.un.org/en/story/2019/02/1032851.   

Calamur,   Krishnadev.   “No   One   Wants   to   Help   Bashar   Al-Assad   Rebuild   Syria.”    The  

Atlantic ,   Atlantic   Media   Company,   15   Mar.   2019,  
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584935/ .   

Dacrema,   Eugenio.   “Why   Europe   Won't   Rebuild   Syria.”    Atlantic   Council ,   15   Aug.   2019,  

www.atlanticcouncil.org/blogs/syriasource/why-europe-won-t-rebuild-syria/ .   

Daher,   Jospeh.   “The   Paradox   of   Syria's   Reconstruction.”    Carnegie   Middle   East   Center ,   4  

Sept.   2019,   carnegie-mec.org/2019/09/04/paradox-of-syria-s-reconstruction-pub-79773.   

 

 

 

Israel-Palestine   Conflict  

Background  

The   region   surrounding   the   West   Bank   and   Gaza   Strip   has   been   a   place   of   dispute   since  

the   early   1900s   and   outbreak   of   World   War   I.   Conflict   first   erupted   when   Palestinians   revolted  

against   the   British   and   the   Jewish   came   to   the   aid   of   Israel   rather   than   Palestine.    Following   this,  

both   sides   were   displeased   with   the   other   and   Britain   handed   their   mandate   over   to   the   UN   to  

partition.   Since   the   division   of   land,   Israel’s   military   began   making   major   territorial   gains   due   to  

various   wars   such    and   built   walls   that   worsened   the   border   disputes   between   the   Israelis   and  

Palestinians.   The   mass   eruption   of   violence   has   been   perpetuated   by   offensive   actions   on   both  

http://www.theatlantic.com/international/archive/2019/03/where-will-money-rebuild-syria-come/584935/
http://www.theatlantic.com/international/archive/2019/03/where-will-money-rebuild-syria-come/584935/
http://www.atlanticcouncil.org/blogs/syriasource/why-europe-won-t-rebuild-syria/
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sides,   with   Palestine   bombing   Israel   and   Israel   raiding   Palestinian   land   and   slaughtering   the  

people.    The   guerrilla   warfare   and   atrocities   committed   against   Palestinians   has   only   served   to  

fuel   their   fight   against   Israel,   who   continually   disregards   their   human   rights   and   the   quest   for  

statehood.   Israel’s   escalation   of   the   issue   and   disproportionate   violent   response   to   them   turned  

the   Palestinian   uprisings   into   all-out   and   was   directed   at   Israeli   military   forces.   However,   since  

the   founding   of   Hamas,   many   of   these   ideas   have   radicalized   with   the   overarching   theme   of  

Hamas   is   the   complete   destruction   of   the   state   of   Israel.   The   core   of   Israeli   state   terrorism  

directed   at   Palestine   has   been   in   response   to   Palestinian   intifadas   and   Hamas,   aiming   to   destroy  

any   resistance   shown.   

 

United   Nations   and   International   Involvement  

One   of   the   very   first   actions   of   the   United   Nations   was   partitioning   the   former   British  

mandate   of   Palestine   to   appease   both   sides.   The   UN   Security   council   created   the   Oslo   Peace  

Accords   which   had   better   redistributed   the   land   among   both   nations.   After   tensions   and   violence  

continually   grew   in   the   region   over   territory,   relocation,   and   guerrilla   military   groups,   the   UN  

has   initiated   several   peace   talks   between   Israel   and   the   PLO   as   border   disputes   remain   a   heavy  

factor   for   a   cause   of   violence.   The   UN   has   taken   many   measures   to   alleviate   human   rights   abuses  

in   the   area,   too.   The   first   step   in   resolving   the   conflict   was   the   creation   of   the   UNSCOP,   whose  

purpose   was   to   ease   the   issue   at   hand,   however   the   organization   has   faced   much   failure   due   to  
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the   fact   they   could   not   create   a   two-way   treaty   or   peace   agreement   between   both   sides.   The  

United   Nations   Relief   and   Works   Agency   for   Palestine   Refugees   (UNRWA)   had   also   worked   in  

the   region   by   providing   education,   health   care,   social   services,   camp   infrastructure   and  

improvement,   and   emergency   assistance.     When   it   comes   to   Palestiniane   stemmed   violence   and  

terroism,   the   UN   has   fallen   short   in   condemning   the   actions   of   the   terror   group.   In   a   resolution  

proposed   by   the   United   States,   the   General   Assembly   had   voted   down   condemning   Hamas   for   its  

strikes   against   Israel   but   has   voted   nearly   500   resolutions   on   condemning   Israel   for   its   violence  

against   Palestine.   Not   many   NGOs   are   trying   to   prevent   much   of   the   terrorism   occurring   within  

the   region   but   instead   are   focused   on   helping   the   people   that   are   affected   by   the   violence   either.  

The   UN’s   overall   involvement   has   been   to   try   to   create   peace   between   both   sides,   but   has  

ultimately   failed   to   do   so   for   nearly   a   century.   

 

Case   Study  

One   of   the   most   polarizing   subjects   of   the   Israel-Palestine   conflict   is   the   creation   of   the  

violent   faction   groups   in   Palestine,   more   specifically   Hamas,   as   a   result   of   Isreali   violence  

towards   Palestians.   The   Israel   government   has   no   tolerance   for   any   resistance   by   the   Palestinian  

people   and   combat   many   of   the   protests,   fights,   and   uprisings   through   excessive   force.   This  

includes   slaughtering,   beating,   and   raiding   of   Palestian   homes   and   people   without   prosecution   or  

punishment   by   any   law.   Due   to   this   use   of   excessive   force,   many   Palestians   had   formed   a   group  
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of   violent   extremists   to   combat   the   state   of   Israel,   escalating   the   conflict   even   further.   This   group  

was   Hamas   and   is   concentrated   and   operates   in   the   Gaza   Strip.   Many   of   the   attacks   committed  

by   this   terrorist   group   tend   to   be   through   rocket   strikes   against   Israel    resulting   in   slaughtered  

Israelis,   damaged   infrastructure,   and   a   further   hatred   amongst   both   sides.   Ahmad   Bahr,   the  

Deputy   Speaker   for   the   Hamas   Parliament   had   even   stated   “In   order   to   annihilate   those   Jews.   ...  

O   Allah,   destroy   the   Jews   and   their   supporters.   O   Allah,   destroy   the   Americans   and   their  

supporters.   O   Allah,   count   them   one   by   one,   and   kill   them   all,   without   leaving   a   single   one.”   This  

attitude   towards   Israel   is   an   extremist   viewpoint   by   the   Palestians   and   does   not   represent   what  

the   majority   of   Palestians   desire,   which   is   simply   peace   and/or   liberation   and   simply   worsens   the  

conditions   for   Palestinians.   However,   Israel,   as   repeatedly   shown   throughout   the   century,   uses  

excessive   force   to   combat   against   any   violence   and   because   of   this   violent   attitude   that   has   been  

perpetuated   by   both   sides,   the   idea   that   the   region   of   Palestine   and   Israel   can   be   peaceful   one   day  

seems   even   further.   

 

Questions   to   Consider   

Is   involving   more   nations   in   combat   the   best   solution?    What   side   would   your   country  

support   and   why?  
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How   can   the   Security   Council   compromise   with   the   Big   Five   to   reach   successful   peace  

talks   and   treaties?  

 

Ceasefires   are   some   of   the   only   times   of   peace   between   the   two   nations,   what   can   the   UN  

do   to   enforce   that   ceasefires   are   not   violated   or   broken?   

 

Does   Israel   contribute   to   most   of   the   terrorism   or   does   Palestine?   Do   these   actions  

represent   what   the   majority   of   the   population   wants?   Are   their   actions   justified?  

 

How   can   the   United   Nations   previous   resolutions   regarding   terrorism   be   applied   to  

solving   the   terrorism   that   is   happening   in   the   region?   Can   these   actions   be   feasibly  

applied   inside   the   region?  

 

Many   of   the   NGOs   are   connected   to   terrorist   organizations.   Should   the   NGOs   be   allowed  

to   have   contact   with   the   terrorist   groups   if   it   means   they   are   able   to   give   aid   to   the   region?   

 

What   territorial   compromises   can   be   made   to   avoid   conflict   between   Israels   who   are  

moving   into   Palestianian   neighborhoods?   

 



/

37 th    Annual   MVHSMUN   Conference  
               “ opus   justitiae   pax ”  
           The   Work   of   Justice   Shall   be   Peace  
 

 

 

Suggested   Reading  

Global   Conflict   Tracker:   Israeli-Palestinian   Conflict  

https://www.cfr.org/interactive/global-conflict-tracker/conflict/israeli-palestinian-conflict  

 

Pros   and   Cons   of   a   Two   State   Solution  

https://israelipalestinian.procon.org/  

 

One   Conflict:   Six   Different   Solutions  

https://www.ynetnews.com/articles/0,7340,L-5443834,00.html  

The   Israeli-Palestinian   Conflict:   Each   Side’s   Contrasting   Narratives.  

https://ethicalfocus.org/the-israel-palestinian-conflict-each-sides-contrasting-narratives/  

Maximizing   Rights   The   One   State   Solution   to   the   Palestinian-Israeli   Conflict.  

https://repository.uchastings.edu/cgi/viewcontent.cgi?referer=https://www.google.com/&httpsred 

ir=1&article=2002&context=faculty_scholarship  

 

https://www.cfr.org/interactive/global-conflict-tracker/conflict/israeli-palestinian-conflict
https://israelipalestinian.procon.org/
https://www.ynetnews.com/articles/0,7340,L-5443834,00.html
https://ethicalfocus.org/the-israel-palestinian-conflict-each-sides-contrasting-narratives/
https://repository.uchastings.edu/cgi/viewcontent.cgi?referer=https://www.google.com/&httpsredir=1&article=2002&context=faculty_scholarship
https://repository.uchastings.edu/cgi/viewcontent.cgi?referer=https://www.google.com/&httpsredir=1&article=2002&context=faculty_scholarship
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