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Hey!   I’m   Riley   Maguire   and   I’ll   be   your   head   chair   for   Novice   Ad   Hoc   Terror.   I’m   a   senior   at  
MVHS   and   have   been   in   the   MUN   program   for   all   four   years.   I   am   a   part   of   the   school’s   Varsity  
football   and   lacrosse   team.   Along   with   school   ac�vi�es   I   am   a   part   of   the   online   Tik   Tok  
community   so   follow   me   @riley.maguire30.   I   am   excited   to   see   all   of   you   at   the   conference  
this   year   and   I   am   looking   forward   to   a   fun   day!  

Hi   delegates!   My   name   is   Bella   Fischer   and   I   am   a   junior   at   MVHS.   I   have   been   in   MUN   since  
my   freshman   year   and   am   in   Middle   Secretariat.   I   am   Historian   for   ASB   and   am   on   leadership  
for   FCA   and   Popsicle   Project   at   my   school.   In   my   free   �me   you   will   always   find   me   at   the  
beach,   with   friends,   or   taking   pictures!   I   can’t   wait   to   see   all   of   you   at   the   conference   and   to  
hear   all   the   ideas   you   have!  
 
 
 

Refugee   Crisis   in   the   Middle   East  
 

I. Background   
 

A   refugee   crisis   refers   to   typically   large   groups   of   displaced   people.   The   incidents   and  

tragedies   in   their   home   na�on   caused   them   to   flee.   They   are   o�en   facing   problems   while   on   the  

move.   The   armed   conflict   in   the   Middle   East   has   con�nually   been   an   issue   for   years   and   it   does  

not   look   like   a   stop   to   the   conflict   is   coming   soon.   The   refugee   crisis   started   ge�ng   out   of   hand  

in   1950.   In   2018,   there   were   10.5   million   internally   displaced   people   from   conflicts   arising   in  

Iraq,   Syria   and   Yemen   alone.   These   na�ons   make   up   three   of   the   largest   humanitarian   crises   in  

the   world.   On   top   of   this    7   million   asylum-seekers   were   displaced   in   na�ons   across   the   region.  

The   displaced   people   consist   of   men,   women,   and   children.   Reasons   for   a   person   fleeing   their  

na�on   include   many   factors,   such   as   persecu�on,   poli�cal   instability,   and   poverty.   The   idea   of   a  

be�er   life   also   drives   people   out.  
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II. UN   Involvement   
 

People   escaping   unrigh�ul   persecu�on   and   treacherous   conflict   have   been   granted  

asylum   in   foreign   na�ons   for   thousands   of   years.   The   United   Na�ons   department   that   helps  

refugees   find   homes   is   UNHCR,   this   may   also   be   referred   to   as   the   UN   Refugee   Agency,   which  

first   developed   in   World   War   II   to   help   Europeans   displaced   by   the   war.   The   UNHCR   was   created  

on   December   14,   1950   by   the   United   Na�ons   General   Assembly,   originally   with   a   three-year  

mandate   to   complete   its   work   and   then   disband.   The   year   a�er,   in   July,   other   organiza�ons  

helped   to   guide   the   UNHCR's   work,   the   United   Na�ons   Conven�on   rela�ng   to   the   Status   of  

Refugees,   was   adopted.   While   given   an   expira�on   date   of   3   years,   UNHCR   has   been   working  

ever   since   to   help   refugees.   

In   the   1960’s,   a   large   refugee   crisis   occurred   when   the   con�nent   of   Africa   was  

decolonized,   this   was   one   of   the   first   large   crisis   was   dealt   with   by   UNHCR.   In   the   next   20   years,  

UNHCR   was   able   to   help   with   displacement   crises   in   Asia   and   La�n   America.   By   the   close   of   the  

20th   century   there   were   new   refugee   crisis   in   Africa   and   in   Europe.   The   UNHCR   helped   dispose  

of   these   issues.  

 
 

III. Possible   Solu�ons  
 

As   this   issue   is   so   large,   many   solu�ons   are   feasible.   One   may   be   to   increase   funding   for  

humanitarian   assistance,   this   would   help   provide   the   resources   in   order   to   keep   the   refugees  

safe.   Another   would   be   to   get   countries   to   allow   more   refugees   to   enter   their   respec�ve   na�ons  

through   legal   methods.   In   doing   this   many   displaced   people   would   have   the   opportunity   to  

create   a   new   life   for   themselves.   One   other   may   be,   to   increase   refugees’   access   to   educa�on  

and   legal   work.   this   would   help   a   refugee   get   a   job   and   earn   a   living   once   they   find   asylum.  
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IV. Bloc   Posi�ons  
 

North   America :   United   States,   Mexico,   and   Canada   all   want   to   solve   this   issue,   but   not  
necessarily   in   their   home   na�ons.   There   is   an   immigra�on   issue   within   North   America,   so   they  
may   want   to   contribute   funds   for   other   na�ons   who   want   to   accept   the   displaced   people.  
 
South   America :   La�n   America   is   currently   a�emp�ng   to   get   over   the   biggest   refugee   crisis   in  
their   history,   so   giving   �ps   on   what   is   working   for   them   is   their   biggest   contribu�ng   factor.  
 
Middle   Eastern :   The   issue   arises   here.   If   safe   na�ons   open   up   their   borders   for   refugees   the  
crisis   would   help   decrease   the   issue.  
 
Asian :   This   bloc   is   split   as   some   na�ons   are   very   willing   to   accept   refugees,   while   some   are  
opposed   to   the   idea   en�rely.   
 
European :   Many   na�ons   are   willing   to   provide   aid.   Many   will   accept   refugees   and   provide  
financial   support   as   well   as   the   resources   necessary   for   survival.  
 
 

V. Guiding   Ques�ons   
 

1. Is   your   country   currently   accep�ng   refugees?  

2. What   resources   is   your   country   providing   to   solve   the   issue?  

3. What   NGOs   would   work   with   the   issue?  

4. How   does   the   issue   affect   your   na�on?  

 

Ebola   Outbreak   in   Africa   

I. Background  

Ebola   has   been   a   large   crisis   since   the   first   outbreak   in   Republic   of   Congo,   Central   Africa,  

in   1976.   This   virus   may   have   existed   for   many   years,   however,   recent   popula�on   growth   and  

close   contact   between   humans   and   animals   have   contributed   to   the   rapid   spread.   This   virus   has  

had   the   greatest   impact   on   Central   Africa,   but   monkey   tes�ng   in   1989   revealed   its   presence   in  

Asia   as   well.   This   is   a   large   problem   because   it   is   easily   spread   with   direct   contact   even   a�er  
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recovery.   This   virus   takes   control   of   aperson’s   immune   system   and   reaches   its   peak   within   6  

days.   Because   of   this   rapid   pace,it   is   very   difficult   to   combat   and   according   the   WHO,   70%   of   the  

people   infected   die.   There   is   also   no   federally   approved   vaccine   or   medicine   to   date   and   prices  

of   treatment   are   at   $1,000   per   hour,   a   price   which   is   simply   unaffordable   for   many   African  

peoples.  

II. UN   Involvement  

The   United   Na�ons   got   involved   in   July   2014   to   combat   the   ravaging   virus   in   the  

West   African   subregion.   A   commi�ee   of   health   ministers   from   eleven   coun�es   meet   to  

create   solu�ons   for   this   crisis.   September   2014   is   when   ac�on   really   began   as   the   UN  

Security   Council   reported   Ebola   a    "threat   to   interna�onal   peace   and   security"    and   more  

resources   and   funding   was   allo�ed   for   comba�ng   this   virus.   There   are   many   non-  

governmental   organiza�ons   that   contribute   funding   and   aid,   the   leader   being   Doctor   

Without   Borders,   but   the   main   involvement   was   from    The    United   Na�ons   Mission   for   Ebola  

Emergency   Response    (UNMEER).   This   mission   was   overseen   by   WHO   and   provided   boots   on   the  

ground   to   fight   the   virus,   as   well   as   finding   funding   and   support.  

III. Possible   Solu�ons  

There   is   no   current   cure   to   Ebola   however   this   issue   needs   to   be   combated.   This   can   be  

contributed   to   in   three   parts:   funding,   containment,   health   care   and   educa�on.   Funding   must  

be   contributed   to   research   for   the   cure   to   this   virus,   as   well   as   to   helping   pa�ents   who   contract  

this   disease.   The   second   piece   to   this   is   containment.   This   deadly   rapidly   spreading   disease   must  

be   contained   within   a   smaller   region,   as   it   is   already   seen   spreading   to   Asia.   The   further   it  

spreads,   the   harder   it   will   be   to   contain   and   soon   will   be   taking   lives   throughout   the   world.  

Thirdly,   health   care   must   be   provided   for   this   virus   because   many   of   the   people   who   are   ge�ng  

this   disease   live   in   impoverished   areas.   These   people   can   not   afford   the   highly   expensive   price  

to   get   cured   so   many   die,   but   if   trained   health   providers   are   sent   to   help   these   people   is   can  

lead   to   less   deaths   and   less   people   contrac�ng   the   disease.   Because   of   the   was   this   disease  
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spreads,   by   direct   contact,   informing   and   educa�ng   people   on   this   disease   and   how   to   avoid   it  

would   lessen   the   effects   of   this   virus.  

        IV.   Bloc   Posi�ons  

1.     African   Bloc :   This   region   is   most   directly   affected   by   the   crisis,   therefore   would   be   in   high  

support   on   funding   and   contribu�on   to   this   virus.   Because   the   African   Bloc   consists   mostly   of  

impoverish   countries,   these   regions   try   to   partner   with   larger,   developed   countries   to   receiver  

resources   and   funding,   both   of   which   are   very   necessary   for   this   country.   This   region   consists   of  

majority   of   the   virus   outbreak,   therefore,   will   be   all   in   favor   for   solu�ons   that   help   them   solve  

this   because   they   can   not   combat   it   themselves   with   what   resources   they   have.  

Asian   Bloc :   Many   Asian   countries   feel   vulnerable   to   Ebola   because   of   the   few   cases   that   have  

already   occurred   is   Asia.   The   countries   would   be   willing   to   contribute   funding   and   in   support   of  

taking   effec�ve   steps   and   finding   a   solu�on   quickly   before   it   spreads   to   them.   China   has   made  

huge   contribu�ons   in   the   past   by   providing   funding   and   kicking   off   a   human   mission.   They   have  

been   a   large   part   of   foreign   country   response.   Many   large   Asian   countries   contribute   generously  

to   achieve   so�   power   in   African   regions.  

European   Bloc :   The   European   countries   have   li�le   connec�on   to   the   virus,   and   it   is   unlikely   this  

will   spread   to   there   region   currently.   With   that   in   mind,   they   do   not   have   great   mo�ve   for  

contribu�on,   but   this   is   a   well-known   problem,   and   since   many   European   countries   are  

developed   and   powerful,   they   usually   are   large   contributors   to   widespread   problems,   such   as  

Russia.  

Middle   Eastern   Bloc :   The   Middle   East   has   a   closer   proximity   to   Africa,   so   can   be   affected   if   this  

solu�on   is   not   comba�ed.   This   will   cause   them   to   be   in   favor   of   helping   this   issue,   however   this  

is   not   their   greatest   concern   with   the   con�nuous   war   and   corrup�on   that   has   their   main  

a�en�on   and   is   the   source   of   where   their   resources   and   money   are   going   toward.  
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La�n/Caribbean   Bloc :   The   countries   within   this   bloc   are   not   well   funded   and   have   many   disease  

and   financial   problems   occurring   in   their   own   countries.   This   causes   them   to   be   sympathe�c   to  

the   Ebola   crisis,   however,   cannot   provide   much   support   because   they   do   not   have   much   funding  

and   assets   to   send   to   combat   the   virus.   The   countries   will   most   likely   partner   with   larger  

countries   that   can   contribute   the   necessary   resources.  

Northern   America   Bloc :   This   region   has   made   the   largest   contribu�on   to   the   virus   and   is   highly  

involved   in   this   issue.   Because   of   the   great   amount   of   assets   and   funding   this   region   can  

contribute   they   are   key   player   in   this   crisis.   They   lead   progress   and   ac�on   in   the   beginning  

years,   however   there   has   been   controversy   over   them   not   doing   enough   to   combat   the   issue  

with   all   they   are   able   to   give.   Because   many   smaller   countries   a�ach   to   countries   such   as   the  

United   States,   they   have   a   large   say   in   this   issue.  

V.   Guiding   Ques�ons  

1. What   effect   has   the   Ebola   virus   effected   so   far?   Where   has   it   directly   affected?  

2. How   are   other   regions   involved   in   this   crisis?   How   does   it   affect   the   whole   world?  

3. What   medical   ac�on   is   in   ac�on   to   find   a   cure?  

4. What   aspects   must   be   solved   that   are   brought   alongside   this   disease?  

5. What   solu�ons   have   made   progress   in   the   past   and   can   be   improved   upon   for   the  

future?  

6. How   can   your   country   contribute   to   this   crisis?   What   have   you   done   in   the   past?  

7. What   problems   and   obstacles   need   to   be   considered   to   develop   and   effec�ve   solu�on?  

8. Which   strategies   can   be   employed   when   working   with   infected   communi�es?  
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