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Hi   guys!   I’m   Sophia   Berry   and   I’m   the   head   chair   of   GA   Plenary   for   the   2019-2020  

MVHSMUN   Conference!   I   am   a   senior   and   this   is   my   fourth   year   in   MUN.    I   am   the   President  

of   the   GA   and   along   with   being   in   the   MUN   program,   I   am   involved   in   our   theatre   program   as   a  

technician   and   performer.   I   am   so   excited   to   meet   all   of   you   and   have   a   great   conference!  

 

Hello   delegates,   my   name   is   Lynn   Pham   and   I   am   your   Vice   Chair.   I   am   a   senior   at  

Laguna   Hills   High   School   and   this   is   my   fourth   year   in   MUN.   Outside   of   MUN,   I   am   involved   in  

tennis   and   lacrosse.   When   I’m   not   drowning   in   homework,   I   am   spending   way   too   much   money  

on   coffee,   food,   and   boba.   My   hobbies   include   napping,   hanging   out   with   my   friends   and   family,  

going   to   the   beach,   and   watching   movies.   I   am   so   excited   to   meet   you   all   in   January!  

 

Nuclear   Remilitarization  

 

I. Background   of   Topic  

Nuclear   remilitarization   refers   to   the   militant   expansion   of   nuclear   arms   and   the   home  

nation’s   intentions   of   this   expansion.   Throughout   nuclear   history,   only   two   nuclear   weapons  

have   been   detonated   in   war.   These   were   both   used   by   The   United   States   against   Japan   in  

World   War   II.   First   used   on   Hiroshima   on   August   6th,   1945   and   then   on   Nagasaki   on   August  

9th   1945.   Currently   and   to   known   knowledge,   the   top   five   producers   of   nuclear   arms   are   the  

United   States,   Russia,   the   United   Kingdom,   France,   and   China.   In   the   past,   there   have   been  

attempts   by   the   international   community   to   regulate   itself   in   terms   of   nuclear   weapons.   In  

fact,   since   the   turn   of   the   21st   century,   the   US   has   taken   actions   against   North   Korea   and   Iran  

on   suspicion   of   nuclear   treaty   violations.   While   these   actions   have   had   little   effect   in   the   way  

of   nuclear   stability,   they   do   point   to   a   concerning   trend   toward   fear   and   mistrust   between  

nations.   In   2019,   the   US   suspended   its   Nuclear   Arms   Control   Treaty   with   Russia,   a   move   that  
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might   cause   a   catastrophic   return   to   Cold   War   tensions.   There   is   also   growing   concern   about  

China’s   nuclear   arsenal,   because   of   its   recent   rapid   growth   as   an   economic   and   political  

superpower.   Because   of   its   close   trade   relationship   with   North   Korea,   a   future   military  

alliance   cannot   be   ruled   out.   Most   nations   agree   that   such   an   alliance   would   be   detrimental   to  

international   peace.   India   has   also   begun   a   nuclear   program,   though   they   haven’t   released   an  

official   statement   saying   so,   which   may   lead   to   significant   escalation   in   its   existing   military  

conflicts.   In   summation,   there   has   been   a   spike   in   nuclear   activity   in   the   last   few   years   that  

must   be   addressed   if   international   peace   is   to   be   maintained.  

 

II. UN   Involvement   

The   first   General   Assembly   resolution,   passed   in   1948,   regarded   nuclear   power   and   weapons.  

The   resolution   resulted   in   the   creation   of   the   Atomic   Energy   Commission.   In   1968,   the   U.N.  

created   with   the   Treaty   on   the   Non-Proliferation   of   Nuclear   Weapons   (NPT),   of   which   93   states  

are   signatory.   Its   goals   are   to   prevent   the   spread   of   nuclear   weapons   and   foster   cooperation  

between   nuclear   states.   More   recently,   the   General   Assembly   voted   in   2013   to   create   the  

International   Day   for   the   Total   Elimination   of   Nuclear   Weapons.   Each   year,   this   International  

Day   seeks   to   educate   the   public   on   the   state   and   dangers   of   nuclear   weapons.   On   July   17th,   2017,  

the   UN   adopted   the   Treaty   on   the   Prohibition   of   Nuclear   Weapons.   Through   these   attempts,   the  

UN   has   succeeded   in   avoiding   any   detonation   of   a   nuclear   bomb   on   any   country   and   will  

hopefully   continue   to   do   so   in   the   future.   The   UN   has   stood   by   both   the   Southeast   Asian  

nuclear-weapon-free   zone   (SEANWFZ)   treaty   and   the   Middle   east   nuclear-weapon-free   zone  

(MENWFZ)   treaty.   

 

III. Possible   Solutions  

When   considering   possible   solutions,   it   is   important   to   remember   the   principle   of   Mutually  

Assured   Destruction   (MAD),   which   is   the   idea   that   if   one   state   or   party   initiates   a   nuclear   strike  

against   another,   the   consequential   retaliations   will   result   in   the   destruction   of   not   only   both  

parties,   but   of   the   human   race   as   a   whole.   Keeping   this   in   mind,   solutions   must   be   bold   enough  
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to   enact   real   change,   but   gradual   enough   so   as   not   to   provoke   any   state   or   party   to   strike;  

solutions   should   focus   on   incentives   to   get   armed   nations   to   give   up   their   weapons   or,   at   least,  

sign   treaties.   These   incentives   might   be   positive,   taking   the   form   of   trade   deals,   lower   trade  

tariffs,   and   political   concessions,   or   they   might   be   negative,   taking   the   form   of   embargoes,   raised  

trade   tariffs,   and   political   consequences.   

 

IV. Bloc   Positions  

Asian   Bloc:   Most   Asian   nations   have   agreed   to   sign   the   major   treaties   put   forth   by   the   UN,   with  

the   exception   of   China,   which   did   not   agree   to   sign   the   SEANWFZ   (Southeast   Asian  

Nuclear-Weapon-Free   Zone).   There   is   also   the   issue   of   North   Korea,   which   has   vocally  

threatened   nuclear   war   against   western   powers.   While   most   of   these   threats   haven’t   been   taken  

particularly   seriously   by   the   international   community,   it   has   caused   a   heightened   sense   of   nuclear  

anxiety   within   Asia.  

Western   Bloc:   Most   European   nations   have   signed   onto   the   treaties   stated   above   and   support   the  

fight   against   nuclear   proliferation.   In   the   wake   of   the   Cold   War,   the   West   is   wary   of   the   nuclear  

ambitions   of   nations   outside   their   alliances.   The   United   States’   and   Russia’s   recent   nuclear  

moves   have   raised   concerns   for   other   Western   nations,   who   have   exerted   their   diplomatic   efforts  

in   spheres   such   as   NATO   to   stop   the   spread   of   nuclear   tension.  

African   Bloc:   Most,   if   not   all,   African   nations   have   signed   the   African   Nuclear   Weapon   Free  

Zone   treaty   that   prohibits   the   manufacturing,   testing,   or   possession   of   any   nuclear   device.   Owing  

to   their   relatively   impoverished   governments   and   economies,   there   are   no   known   nuclear  

weapons   in   Africa.   

Middle   Eastern   Bloc:   Egypt   and   Iran   have   declared   the   Middle   East   nuclear   weapon   free   zone   in  

hopes   of   Israel   disarming   their   nuclear   program.   Israel   has   not   signed   the   Nuclear  

Non-Proliferation   Treaty.   Many   Middle   Eastern   nations   are   facing   insurgency   from   rebel   ethnic  

groups,   terrorist   groups,   and   religious   factions,   making   them   less   stable   hosts   for   possible   nuclear  

weapons.   
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V. Guiding   Questions   

1. How   should   nations   approach   leaders   that   have   nuclear   arms   safely   and   effectively?  

2. Should   the   UN   have   a   large   impact   on   the   avoidance   of   nuclear   remilitarization?   Should  

it   be   up   to   the   nation’s   themselves?  

3. What   are   your   short   term   goals?   Long   term   goals?  

4. Is   your   country   willing   to   give   up   nuclear   arms   to   decrease   the   likelihood   of   nuclear  

remilitarization?  

  

        VI.          Helpful   Links  

http://www.atomicarchive.com/Treaties/index.shtml  

https://www.nti.org/learn/treaties-and-regimes/treaties/  

https://www.google.com/amp/s/georgetownsecuritystudiesreview.org/2017/10/14/japans-remilita 

rization-more-baby-steps/amp/  

 

 
  Intellectual   Property   Theft  

 

 
I. Background   of   Topic  

 

Intellectual   property   refers   to   productions   of   the   mind,   like   ideas,   inventions,   literary   works,  

art,   images   and   names,   that   have   relation   to   commerce.   To   protect   intellectual   property,   there   are  

legal   means   such   as   patents,   copyright,   and   trademarks,   fostering   an   effective   system   that  

protects   creators   and   their   works.   The   World   Intellectual   Property   Organization   states,   “The   IP  

system   aims   to   foster   an   environment   in   which   creativity   and   innovation   can   flourish.”   Such  

safeguards   are   in   place   to   protect   from   intellectual   theft,   using   someone   else’s   intellectual  

property   without   permission.   This   has   been   a   concern,   dating   back   as   far   as   the   U.S.   Constitution  

http://www.atomicarchive.com/Treaties/index.shtml
https://www.nti.org/learn/treaties-and-regimes/treaties/
https://www.google.com/amp/s/georgetownsecuritystudiesreview.org/2017/10/14/japans-remilitarization-more-baby-steps/amp/
https://www.google.com/amp/s/georgetownsecuritystudiesreview.org/2017/10/14/japans-remilitarization-more-baby-steps/amp/
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to   protect   “Authors   and   Inventors”(Article   1).   Intellectual   property   theft   is   often   very   easy   to  

commit   because   someone   can   simply   copy   another’s   ideas   and   work.   Oftentimes,   the   victim   is  

unaware   of   the   crime,   while   the   thief   benefits   from   the   creator’s   work.   Anyone   can   fall   under   the  

hands   of   intellectual   property   theft,   from   a   civilian   being   cyberstalked   to   a   country’s   companies  

falling   under   cyberattacks.   Intellectual   property   theft   is   an   issue   to   the   global   community   because  

many   nations   lack   intellectual   property   protections   and   enforcement   of   them.   With   the   Internet  

and   modern   technological   developments,   intellectual   property   theft   has   become   a   larger   concern  

to   the   UN.   It   is   a   worldwide   phenomenon   that   can   only   be   combatted   with   international  

cooperation   (agencies).  

 

II. UN   Involvement   

 

The   UN   became   involved   in   this   issue   when   the   World   Intellectual   Property   Organization  

(WIPO)   joined   the   United   Nations   family   of   organizations   in   1974,   becoming   one   of   the   fifteen  

UN   specialized   agencies.   WIPO   was   established   in   1967   with   the   goal   of   global   intellectual  

property   protection.   Since   their   collaboration,   the   UN   has   been   working   to   improve   intellectual  

property   rights.   For   instance,   the   United   Nations-backed   treaty,   the   Singapore   Treaty,   was  

adopted   in   2006.   This   global   treaty   made   the   registration   process   and   licensing   of   trademarks  

easier.   This   was   a   crucial   step   in   implementing   universal   standards   for   intellectual   property  

rights.   Furthermore,   in   2018   the   UN   became   involved   in   an   online   data-sharing   platform,  

Pat-INFORMED,   with   the   pharmaceutical   industry.   This   plan   sought   to   improve   global   health  

care   by   making   drug   patent   and   ownership   information   more   readily   available   in   order   to   get  

ahold   of   various   medicines.   Now,   WIPO   has   192   member   states   and   they   hold   annual   meetings  

to   better   the   future   of   intellectual   property   rights.  

 

III. Possible   Solutions  
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In   order   to   dissolve   the   issue   of   intellectual   property   theft   at   the   international   level.   Today,  

global   intellectual   property   rights   are   still   inconsistent   amongst   each   country,   prompting   for  

further   theft   patterns.   In   order   to   end   intellectual   property   theft,   equal   intellectual   property   rights  

must   be   established.   However,   these   new   laws   are   only   as   good   as   the   ability   of   its   members   to  

follow   the   rules.   Enforcement   aspects   must   be   utilized,   putting   all   nations   under   the   same   legal  

umbrella   in   respect   of   each   others’   intellectual   property.   Additionally,   nations   must   ensure   that  

companies   have   and   remind   employees   of   non-disclosure   agreements   to   prevent   international  

leaks   of   trade   secrets.   Furthermore,   internet   security   must   be   improved,   including  

communications   networks   and   electronic   data.   With   the   help   of   the   UN   WITO   and   international  

cooperation,   there   is   hope   in   preventing   intellectual   property   theft   in   the   future.  

 

IV. Bloc   Positions  

 

Asian   Bloc:   Many   Asian   nations   have   proposed   revisions   of   laws   and   regulations   but   despite   the  

effort,   they   have   failed   to   make   the   necessary   long-standing   structural   changes   to   enhance  

intellectual   property   protection   and   enforcement.   On   the   other   hand,   Japan   is   a   leading   nation   in  

intellectual   property   rights   protection.  

 

Latin   Bloc:   Several   Latin   nations   have   deficiencies   in   their   legal   frameworks   for   intellectual  

property   rights,   such   as   patents,   and   lack   effective   enforcement.   Although   there   have   been  

attempts   at   various   treaties,   they   have   only   created   further   uncertainty   on   the   issue.  

 

European   Bloc:   Numerous   European   nations   have   made   some   progress,   but   they   still   face  

ongoing   challenges   in   intellectual   property   protection   and   enforcement.   There   are   issues   with  

staff   numbers   and   government   agencies.   However,   nations   like   the   UK   and   Germany   have   some  

of   the   best   intellectual   property   rights   protections   in   the   international   community.  
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African   Bloc:   Apart   from   a   steady   stream   of   intellectual   property   decisions   coming   from   South  

Africa,   there   is   almost   nothing   coming   from   the   rest   of   Africa.   There   are   trade   concerns   in  

several   of   these   nations.   

 

Middle   Eastern   Bloc:   Intellectual   property   rights   are   largely   ignored   and   not   enforced   in   the  

Middle   East.   There   are   major   issues   with   inauthentic   goods   as   a   result   of   the   lack   of   effective  

laws.  

 

Western   Bloc:   These   nations   have   some   of   the   best   intellectual   property   rights   protections,   led   by  

the   United   States.   However,   the   US   has   reported   multiple   incidents   of   China   stealing   their  

intellectual   property.  

 

V. Guiding   Questions   

1. To   what   extent   does   economic   value   and   status   affect   intellectual   property   theft?   (for  

example,   developing   vs.   developed   nations)  

2. What   specific   regulations   can   be   put   in   place   to   guide   the   international   community   in  

preventing   intellectual   property   theft?   (to   protect   owners/victims   and   punish   thefts)  

3. How   will   you   ensure   that   nations   actually   enforce   the   new   regulations?  

4. What   are   the   advantages   of   short   term   plans?   Long   term   plans?  

5. What   is   the   root   of   the   issue?   Where   should   nations   focus   when   attempting   to   solve   the  

issue   on   an   international   scale?  

Sources:  

https://www.internationalpropertyrightsindex.org/countries  

https://www.wipo.int/about-ip/en/  

https://www.usnews.com/news/best-countries/slideshows/these-countries-pose-the-biggest-ip-pr 

otection-threats-according-to-the-us?onepage  

https://chiefexecutive.net/best-worst-countries-intellectual-property-protection/  

 

https://www.internationalpropertyrightsindex.org/countries
https://www.wipo.int/about-ip/en/
https://www.usnews.com/news/best-countries/slideshows/these-countries-pose-the-biggest-ip-protection-threats-according-to-the-us?onepage
https://www.usnews.com/news/best-countries/slideshows/these-countries-pose-the-biggest-ip-protection-threats-according-to-the-us?onepage
https://chiefexecutive.net/best-worst-countries-intellectual-property-protection/
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