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Hello   delegates!   My   name   is   Kimberly   Cortez,   and   I   will   be   your   head   chair   for   the   2019-2020  
MVHS   MUN   Conference.   I   am   currently   a   junior   here   at   Mission   and   have   been   a   part   of   the  
MUN   program   here   for   three   years   now.   Besides   MUN,   I   balance   AP   classes,   Journalism,   NHS,  
CSF,   and   club   soccer.   Outside   of   school   I   like   to   hangout   with   friends,   read,   write,   and   listen   to  
music.   MUN   is   a   great   program   that   allows   students   to   a�empt   to   find   solu�ons   on   problems  
facing   countries   today.   I’m   excited   to   hear   your   solu�ons   and   see   you   in   commi�ee!   If   you  
have   any   ques�ons,   you   can   email   me   at:    novicecopuos@gmail.com  
 
Hello   delegates!   My   name   is   Yu   Xin   Cheng   and   I   will   be   your   vice   chair   for   this   2019-2020  
conference.   I   am   currently   a   sophomore   in   high   school   and   this   will   be   my   second   year   in   the  
MUN   program.   I   am   involved   in   a   variety   of   clubs   at   school   including   Science   Olympiad,   CSF,  
and   Key   Club.   Outside   of   school,   I   play   the   cello   in   a   youth   symphony   orchestra   and   I   am   also  
involved   in   the   track   and   field   program,   my   main   event   being   pole   vault.   This   is   my   first   �me  
chairing   a   commi�ee   and   I’m   excited   to   see   what   kinds   of   amazing   solu�ons   you   delegates  
will   propose   at   this   upcoming   conference!  
 
 

  Nuclear   Prolifera�on   in   Space  
 

I. Background   of   Topic  
 

In   1994,   the   first   nuclear   weapon   was   used   on   Earth   in   Hiroshima,   Japan.   Since   then,  

only   one   other   nuclear   weapon   has   been   used   on   Earth.   Nuclear   prolifera�on   is   defined   as   the  

spread   of   nuclear   weapons,   nuclear   weapon   technology,   or   fissile   material   to   countries   that  

don’t   already   possess   it.   Nuclear   prolifera�on   in   space   implies   that   nuclear   weapons   would   be  

used   in   space.   As   of   recent   years,   the   mix   of   both   space   explora�on   and   nuclear   prolifera�on  

has   brought   up   the   ques�on   of   sending   nuclear   weapons   to   space.   
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Its   origins   date   back   to   the   Cold   War   with   the   United   States   and   the   Soviet   Union.   Space  

explora�on   would   become   the   new   fron�er   that   they   would   use   to   compete   with   one   another,  

also   known   as   the   Space   Race.   This   lead   to   remarkable   achievements   like   the   first   trip   to   the  

Moon,   the   first   ar�ficial   satellite   in   space,   and   man-made   objects   in   general   in   space.   However,  

a   new   problem   arose:   the   use   of   nuclear   missiles   into   space.   The   Outer   Space   Treaty   of   1966  

was   then   enacted   by   the   General   Assembly   and   signed   by   the   United   States,   United   Kingdom,  

and   the   Soviet   Union.  

This   treaty   prohibited   the   use   of   nuclear   weapons   or   weapons   of   mass   destruc�on   in  

space.   It   is   the   basic   framework   and   the   basis   for   interna�onal   law   about   the   use   of   nuclear  

prolifera�on   in   space   today.   This   means   if   a   country   were   to   a�empt   to   send   nuclear   weapons  

or   weapons   of   mass   destruc�on   into   space   today,   they   would   be   viola�ng   interna�onal   law.  

Today,   countries   like   North   Korea,   China,   India,   Russia,   and   the   United   States,   have   the   most  

sophis�cated   nuclear   polariza�on   programs   as   well   as   space   programs.   However,   rising   tensions  

between   these   countries   over   economic   and   social   issues   have   led   some   to   threaten  

interna�onal   law.   

 

II. UN   Involvement   

 

The   United   Na�ons,   although   involved    in   space   ac�vi�es,   has   not   been   that   involved   in  

the   topic   at   hand.   In   1959,   the   UN   established   the   Commi�ee   on   the   Peaceful   Uses   of   Outer  

Space   (COPUOS)   soon   a�er   the   first   satellite   was   flown   into   space.   It   consisted   of   eighteen  

members   which   considered   the   UN’s   resources   and   ac�vi�es   in   terms   of   providing   a   mediator   to  

ensure   a   peaceful   use   of   space.   Since   then   it   has   added   a   sub-commi�ee,   UNOOSA,   more  

members,   and   more   organiza�onal   framework.   It’s   most   significant   contribu�on   to   nuclear   
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prolifera�on   in   space   is   the   legal   framework   provided   by   The   Outer   Space   Treaty.   Enacted   in  

1966   by   the   Commi�ee   on   the   Peaceful   Uses   of   Outer   Space   and   the   General   Assembly,   this  

treaty   provides   the   basis   to   interna�onal   law   for   nuclear   weapons   in   space.   It   also   details   the  

guidelines   for   which   countries   can   peacefully   use   space   and   the   explora�on   of   it.   The   United  

Na�ons   also   aided   in   the   Conference   of   Disarmament   (CD)   in   the   1980s.   This   conference   dra�ed  

many   resolu�ons   and   discussed   the    preven�on   of   any   weapons   in   space.   Most   recently,   in   2017  

the   General   Assembly    passed   resolu�on   A/RES/72/25o   which   establish   a   Group   of  

Governmental   Experts   to   consider   and   make   recommenda�ons   on   revisions   to   interna�onal  

frameworks   on   the   preven�on   of   arms   in   outer   space,   including,   inter   alia,   on   the   preven�on   of  

the   placement   of   weapons   in   outer   space.  

 

III. Possible   Solu�ons  

 

Most   countries   in   the   world   might   be   facing   other   more   pressing   issues   then   nuclear  

prolifera�on   in   space.   Keeping   this   in   mind,   it   is   important   to   research   whether   your   countries  

space   explora�on   program   and   nuclear   weapons   program   is   advanced   or   not.   This   will   help   you  

determine   relevant   solu�ons   and   find   out   what   countries   you   are   willing   to   work   with.   

If   your   country   is   avidly   breaking   or   hin�ng   at   breaking   interna�onal   law   that   keeps  

nuclear   weapons   from   space,   your   solu�on   could   include   ac�ons   preven�ng   violence   with   other  

countries   or   the   con�nuous   support   of   ge�ng   nuclear   weapons   into   space.  

If   your   country   is   following   or   breaking   interna�onal   law   that   keeps   nuclear   weapons  

from   space   but   does   not   support   the   use   of   weapons   of   mass   destruc�on   and   peaceful   ac�ons,  

your   solu�on   would   include   ac�ons   to   detail   such   ac�ons.   This   may   include   peace   talks,   the  

placement   of   economic   sanc�ons,   or   other   ac�ons.   
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IV. Bloc   Posi�ons  

Asian   Bloc :   Asia   has   arguably   some   of   the   leading   revolu�onary   pioneers   of   space   technology   including  

Japan,   China   and   India.   China   and   North   Korea   are   the   most   aggressive   when   it   comes   to   the   use   of  

nuclear   prolifera�on   in   space.   North   Korea   especially   with   such   a   secre�ve   nuclear   missile   program   is   the  

most   unsafe   countries   when   it   comes   to   this   ma�er.  

European   Bloc :   Europe   has   played   a   leading   role   in   space   explora�on   in   general.   A   leading   power   from  

this   region   would   be   Russia’s   space   program.   It   played   a   cri�cal   role   in   developing   the   legal   framework  

for   space   explora�on   and   nuclear   prolifera�on   in   it.   The   United   Kingdom   also   has   had   a   rapidly  

developing   space   program   but   like   most   European   countries,   align   with   peaceful   ac�ons   towards   nuclear  

prolifera�on   in   space.   

La�n   Bloc:    La�n   America   is   s�ll   developing   economically.   This   means   that   most   countries   do   not   have   a  

sophis�cated   nuclear   weapons   program   or   space   program.   Brazil   and   Argen�na   are   two   countries   with  

developed   space   programs   yet   not   sophis�cated   enough   to   possibly   send   to   space.   

Western   Bloc:    With   one   of   the   significant   space   programs   in   the   world,   the   United   States   both   a   well  

developed   nuclear   weapons   program   and   space   program   including   NASA.   The   US   preaches   for   peaceful  

coopera�on   as   well   as   economic   punishments   for   countries   who   don’t   abide   by   interna�onal   law.   The  

posi�on   on   the   topic   can   vary.  

African   Bloc :   African   na�ons,   like   La�n   America,   has   not   economically   developed   yet.   Although   they  

have   recently   taken   a   step   to   fund   space   programs,   most   African   na�ons   have   economic   �es   with   Asian  

countries   which   is   important   posi�on   wise.   They   either   side   with   Asian   na�ons   like   China   to   keep   their  

economic   �es   or   stray   towards   more   peaceful   solu�ons.   

V. Guiding   Ques�ons   

1. Does   your   country   follow   The   Outer   Space   Treaty?  
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2. What   is   the   space   explora�on   program   like   in   your   country?   The   nuclear   arms   program?   

3. Do   NGOs   work   in   your   country   to   aid   those   programs   or   solu�ons?  

4. What   posi�on   does   your   country   take   on   weapons   of   mass   destruc�on?  
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COPUOS,   Explora�on   of   Mars   

I.     Background   

Space   has   always   been   the   final   fron�er,   one   humans,   from   countries   far   and   wide,   have  
aimed   to   explore.   One   area   in   par�cular,   Mars,   has   piqued   the   interest   of   many   regions,   and  
with   increasingly   advanced   technologies   from   all   over   the   world,   the   race   to   the   Red   Planet   has  
only   intensified.  

Since   the   first   successful   flyby   of   Mars   in   1965   by   NASA’s   Mariner   4,   three   other   space  
agencies—   the   former   Soviet   Union’s   space   program,   the   European   Space   Agency,   and   Indian  
Space   Research   Organiza�on—   have   successfully   a�empted   a   mission   to   the   red   planet.   Other  
space   agencies   from   China   and   Japan   have   also   a�empted   the   fear   of   traveling   to   Mars,   but  
have   not   yet   been   able   to   succeed.   These   previous   missions   have   brought   back   detailed   data  
including   informa�on   about   the   planet’s   topography,   atmosphere   and   geology.   

Explora�on   on   Mars   peaked   in   the   2000s   with   the   discovery   of   ancient   water   on   the  
planet’s   surface.   In   2012,   NASA’s   Curiosity   Rover   arrived   on   the   Red   Planet   to   search   for   signs   of  
habitable   environments.   Its   discovery   of   previous   water-filled   areas,   and   the   discovery   of  
methane   and   organic   compounds   on   the   planet’s   surface   were   revolu�onary   findings   and  
sparked   some   of   the   first   ideas   regarding   the   possibili�es   of   humans   se�ng   foot   on   Mars.   These  
previous   Mars   missions   have   revealed   that   Mars   shares   many   key   elements   and   characteris�cs  
with   Earth,   making   it   a   poten�al   candidate   for   hos�ng   life.   As   technology   advances,   future  
mission   to   this   planet   provide   humankind   promising   opportuni�es   to   be   able   to   colonize   the  
Red   Planet   and   even   other   areas   beyond   Earth’s   horizon.  

 
With   these   new   advances,   disputes   over   who   gets   to   claim   the   right   to   colonize   Mars  

arise   along   with   it.   Ques�ons   of   ownership   and   rights   on   the   Red   Planet   seems   to   be   an  
increasingly   urgent   topic   among   na�ons   looking   towards   coloniza�on.   Not   only   that,   but   private  
ci�zens   such   as   Elon   Musk   has   expressed   interest   in   colonizing   the   Red   Planet,   sparking   debates  
on   the   legality   of   a   private   company   claiming   territory   on   Mars.   
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II.      UN   Involvement  

In   1959,   the   Commi�ee   on   the   Peaceful   Uses   of   Outer   Space   (COPUOS)   was   established  
by   the   General   Assembly   as   a   way   to   govern   space   explora�on.   The   commi�ee   developed   five  
interna�onal   trea�es   and   five   sets   of   principles   regarding   space   ac�vity   in   which   all   human  
ac�vity   in   outer   space   is   governed   and   regulated.   These   agreements   cover   numerous   topics  
including   the   preserva�on   of   the   space   and   Earth's   environment,   freedom   of   explora�on,   the  
rescue   of   astronauts,   the   u�liza�on   of   technology   in   space,   exploita�on   of   natural   resources  
and   interna�onal   coopera�on.   One   most   prominent   treaty   that   provided   the   basic   framework  
on   interna�onal   space   laws—   the   Outer   Space   Treaty—   was   adopted   by   the   General   Assembly  
in   1963.   The   treaty   outlines   a   few   restric�ons   and   regula�ons   on   space   explora�on   such  
allowing   all   states   to   freely   explore   outer   space   and   banning   the   use   of   nuclear   weapons   in  
space.   

III.                    Possible   Solu�ons  

 Many   future   missions   to   Mars   are   already   in   development   by   mul�ple   space   agencies   all  
over   the   world.   NASA   in   par�cular   is   planning   on   launching   the   Mars   2020   rover   with   aims   of  
studying   the   planet’s   interior.   The   rover   is   designed   to   look   for   signs   of   past   microbial   life,   gather  
soil   samples   for   analysis,   and   look   for   resources   for   future   coloniza�on   projects.   Not   only   that,  
but   NASA   is   also   developing   one   of   the   most   advanced   rocket   and   spacecra�,   Orion,   that   is  
designed   to   bring   astronauts   to   the   moon   where   they   will   build   and   test   systems   required   for  
missions   to   other   des�na�ons   such   as   Mars.   Before   sending   humans   off   into   the   unknown,   this  
test   would   ensure   that   NASA   will   build   up   its   deep   space   capabili�es   and   preparedness   for   the  
journey   to   Mars   and   beyond.   

As   each   na�on   grows   increasingly   advanced,   and   the   journey   to   outer   space   becomes  
increasingly   prevalent,   conflict   is   bound   to   happen   between   na�ons.   To   prevent   such   events  
from   spiralling   out   of   control,   strengthening   rules   and   regula�ons   regarding   outer   space  
ac�vi�es   would   be   necessary   in   order   to   maintain   peace   throughout   the   solar   system.   A   system  
similar   to   the   Antarc�c   Treaty   System,   which   regulates   the   use   of   Antarc�ca   interna�onally,   
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could   be   put   in   place   to   help   control   and   govern   the   usage   of   Mars.   Specific   laws   that   could   be  
enforced   might   include   the   call   against   militariza�on   of   the   planet   or   to   have   it   be   used   purely  
for   research   and   economic   purposes.   

 

IV.                   Bloc   Posi�ons  

Asian   Bloc :   Asia   houses   three   established   space   powers:   Japan,   China   and   India.   In   addi�on   to  
this,   ten   out   of   the   six   countries   from   this   bloc—   China,   India,   Iran,   Israel,   Japan   and   North  
Korea—   have   independently   launched   satellites   into   Earth’s   orbit.   China’s   space   program   greatly  
dominates   this   region,   and   is   one   of   the   leading   space   powers   in   the   world.   

European   Bloc :   Europe   has   played   a   leading   role   in   space   explora�on   over   the   past   50   years.  
European   advances   in   space   technology   have   paved   the   way   for   the   development   of   many  
commercial   applica�ons   such   as   weather   forecas�ng,   land   use   monitoring   and  
telecommunica�on.   A   leading   superpower   from   this   region   would   be   Russia’s   powerful   space  
program.  

La�n   Bloc:    Seven   countries   in   La�n   America   have   a   space   program,   achieving   rela�vely   modest  
capabili�es   through   their   programs.   Space   ac�vity   in   this   bloc   is   is   led   primarily   by   Brazilian   and  
Argen�nian   space   programs.  

Western   Bloc:    Housing   one   of   the   leading   space   programs   in   the   world,   the   United   States  
accounts   for   over   30%   of   all   spacecra�s   currently   orbi�ng   around   Earth.   The   Na�onal  
Aeronau�cs   and   Space   Administra�on   (NASA)   has   operated   some   of   the   most   impressive   and  
well   known   space   programs   including   the   Apollo   moon-landing   mission,   Interna�onal   Space  
Sta�on   and   Mars   Explora�on   Rover.  

African   Bloc :   African   na�ons   are   not   typically   associated   with   the   world   of   space   explora�on,  
but   quite   a   few   na�ons—   Nigeria   and   South   Africa   for   example—   have   been   able   to   u�lize   space  
technology   to   their   advantage.    Both   these   na�ons   have   funded   and   overseen   a   number   of  
launches   and   have   even   launched   mul�ple   satellites   into   space.   Other   growing   sub-Saharan   
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African   countries   are   ge�ng   involved   in   space   explora�on,   with   countries   such   as   Ghana   and  
Kenya   star�ng   their   own   space   program.  

 

V.                     Guiding   Ques�ons  

1. Should   a   country   have   the   ability   to   completely   dominate   the   coloniza�on   of   Mars?  
2. How   will   laws   be   regulated   there   to   ensure   that   one   country   does   not   overpower  

another?  
3.   What   role   do/should   private   companies   have   in   the   explora�on   of   Mars?  
4. Is   your   country   heavily   involved   in   space   explora�on?  
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