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Hi!   My   name   is   Dany   Sheikh.   I’m   a   senior   here   at   Mission.   I   am   in   the   IB   Theatre   class,  

and   also   have   been   in   MUN   since   my   freshman   year   and   since   then   I   have   loved   it.   I   also   play   a  

few   instruments.   See   you   in   committee!  

 

Hi   delegates!   I’m   Keelia   Uno,   your   Vice   Chair.   I   currently   attend   Laguna   Hills   High  

School,   but   am   happy   to   chair   for   you   at   MVHS.   I’m   a   senior   and   have   been   in   MUN   all   four  

years.   Outside   of   academics   I   play   tennis,   dance   hula   ,   and   watch   way   too   much   TV.   I’m   excited  

to   chair   for   the   last   time   in   my   MUN   career,   and   am   looking   forward   to   a   great   committee!  

 

Land   Claims   in   the   Arctic  

 

I.   Background   of   Topic  

For   most   of   history,   the   Arctic   region   has   been   relatively   inaccessible   to   humans,  

however   with   climate   change,   this   is   rapidly   changing.   Today,   as   new   natural   resources   begin   to  

emerge,   and   valuable   trade   routes   are   opened,   land   claims   in   the   Arctic   have   a   place   on   the  

global   stage.   5   nations   border   the   Arctic   region   and   8   have   claims   in   it:   Russia,   Canada,   Norway,  

Sweden,   Finland,   Iceland,   the   US   (through   Alaska)   and   Denmark   (through   Greenland).   Each  

nation   receives   a   claim   to   200   nautical   miles   off   their   coastal   baseline   in   the   Exclusive   Economic  

Zones   (EEZs).   Countries   can   also   have   claim   through   the   continental   shelf   that   extends   beyond  

the   EEZs   and   can   be   disputed,   as   many   have   tried   to   do.   Beyond   the   EEZs   and   the   area  

surrounding   the   North   Pole   itself   are   considered   ‘high   seas’,   or   international   waters,   that   belong  

to   no   single   country.   There   are   a   lot   of   untapped   resources   available   and   faster   routes   that   could  

revolutionize   trade.   Several   areas,   like   Hans   island,   and   Beaufort   sea   are   disputed   as   well.   The  

division   of   the   Arctic   also   has   the   potential   to   increase   tension   between   nations   as   several   of   their  

claims   overlap,   and   is   an   issue   the   international   community   must   solve.   
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II.   UN   Involvement   

The   UN   has   been   very   involved   with   international   maritime   proceedings.   The   United  

Nation   Convention   on   the   Law   of   the   Sea   (UNCLOS)   established   maritime   law   that   is   used   as  

the   standard   in   most   of   the   world.   UNCLOS   mandated   the   EEZs,   and   claims   to   the   continental  

shelf,   outlining   a   ten   year   time   period   after   ratification   in   which   the   nation   may   submit   proposals  

for   the   expansion   of   their   continental   shelf   claims.   These   proposals   are   then   either   accepted   or  

rejected   by   another   UN   body.   This   will   determine   who   has   jurisdiction   in   the   Arctic   and   what  

potential   resources   they   have   exclusive   access   to.   The   high   seas   are   similarly   regulated   by   the  

International   Seabed   Authority,   established   by   UNCLOS,    that   oversees   the   mineral   and   natural  

resource   activity   in   international   seabed.   The   UNCLOS   has   large   influence   on   the   land   claims   in  

the   Arctic   as   they   oversee   the   legal   aspects   of   who   is   granted   jurisdiction   where.   

 

III.   Possible   Solutions  

Debate   over   the   land   claims   in   the   Arctic   have   been   occupying   the   world   stage   for   some  

time.   Many   nations   appeal   to   the   authority   of   the   UN   as   a   mediating   body,   using   the   regulations  

in   place   and   scientific   evidence,   however   this   can   also   be   disputed   as   it   is   difficult   to   map   the  

ocean   floor,   and   several   nations’   projections   overlap.   International   cooperation   has   been   stressed,  

and   so   far   the   UN   has   left   decision   making   up   to   the   two   nations   involved,   acting   as   a   body   to  

only   determine   the   scientific   validity   of   the   proposals.   Some   push   for   the   institution   of   greater  

regulation   on   encroachment   into   the   Arctic,   as   the   UNCLOS   mandates   so   far   have   sown   some  

tension   as   nations’   projections   overlap.   The   future,   also,   must   be   accounted   for   and   the  

regulation   of   international   trade   through   appearing   trade   routes   must   be   regulated   by   a   UN   body,  

or   given   to   a   bordering   nation,   which   will   have   to   be   decided   through   diplomatic   means   how   to  

regulate   the   trade   route   and   secure   international   profit   and   peace.   

 

IV.   Country   Blocs  
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Western   Bloc:    The   United   States   and   Canada   both   hold   claims   to   the   Arctic   region,   and   Canada  

has   since   sent   in   their   proposal,   however   the   US   has   not   yet   ratified   the   UNCLOS   and   so   their  

claim   is   undetermined.   The   resources   of   the   Arctic   are   likely   alluring   to   the   Western   nations,   and  

Canada   has   reasserted   Canadian   sovereignty   in   their   EEZ   and   refuted   Russian   advancement   in  

the   North   Pole   

Asian   Bloc :   Russia   has   been   making   large   strides   into   the   Arctic,   even   holding   some   weapons  

testing,   and   placing   a   flag   at   the   North   Pole.   They   have   also   been   establishing   satellite  

settlements   in   the   Arctic   region,   laying   down   roots,   though   they   say   they   assume   nothing   against  

the   other   nations   and   respect   international   waters.   Other   Asian   nations,   like   China,   have  

expressed   interest   as   a   close   Arctic   state,   in   the   resources   and   opportunity   found   there.   

European   Bloc:    Norway,   Finland,   Sweden   and   Iceland   are   found   in   Europe   and   each   have   a  

claim   to   the   Arctic.   In   conjunction   with   UNCLOS,   they   submitted   projections   for   their   contiental  

shelves,   several   of   which   overlap,   notably   Denmark’s   that   extends   into   Russia’s   projection.   On  

the   whole,   the   European   nations   participate   in   bilateral   negotiations   and   settle   disputes   between  

themselves   through   cooperation.   

African   Bloc:    Well-removed   from   the   Arctic,   African   nations   do   not   have   specific   claims   on   the  

Arctic   seabed,   although   the   trade   routes   opening,   and   global   impact   of   climate   change   and  

possible   natural   resource   drilling   affects   the   entire   world.   African   nations   have   authority   as   part  

of   the   international   community   to   ensure   territorial   disputes   do   not   escalate,   and   that  

international   waters   remain   international,   so   that   a   few   nations   do   not   monopolize   the   region.  

 

Guiding   Questions:  

1. What   claim   does   your   nation   have   on   the   Arctic?  

2. How   will   your   nation,   and   the   world   at   large,   be   affected   by   land/trade   route/resource  

claims?  

3. Has   your   nation   ratified   UNCLOS?   Why   or   why   not,   and   how   has   UNCLOS   affected  

your   nation   in   the   past?   
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4. Are   there   environmental   factors   to   be   considered?   If   so,   what   are   they,   and   how   should  

they   be   addressed?  

5. How   should   territorial   disputes   between   nations   be   solved?   What   precautions   need   to   be  

taken   to   ensure   international   peace   without   infringing   on   sovereignty?  

 

Sources:  

https://www.washingtonpost.com/opinions/2019/08/30/forget-greenland-far-more-dangerous-ga 

me-is-being-played-arctic/  

https://www.stimson.org/content/evolution-arctic-territorial-claims-and-agreements-timeline-190 

3-present  

https://www.sciencealert.com/this-map-shows-all-country-s-claims-on-the-arctic-seafloor  

https://www.independent.co.uk/environment/geopolitical-consequences-of-melting-arctic-ice-rus 

sia-canada-us-northern-sea-route-shipping-natural-a8229306.html  

https://www.nationalgeographic.com/environment/2018/10/new-cold-war-brews-as-arctic-ice-m 

elts/  

 

 

Regulation   of   Occupying   Powers  

 

I. Background   of   Topic  

There   are   many   different   terms   for   the   word   “occupation”.   In   the   case   of   this   topic,  

occupation   means   an   authority   claims   a   land   or   territory   as   their   own.   When   a   power   or  

authority   comes   into   contact   with   an   unoccupied   territory,   they   may   take   control   of   that  

said   territory.   If   and   when   they   do,   they   must   respect   and   follow   laws   that   were   already  

placed   prior   to   the   new   power’s   control.   This   law   is   called   the   Law   of   Occupation,  

created   by   the   International   Committee   of   the   Red   Cross   (ICRC)   and   it   is   stated   by  

Article   42   of   the   1907   Hague   Regulations.   When   it   occurs,   occupation   is   usually   in   place  

for   a   limited   amount   of   time,   unless   stated   otherwise.   Occupation   of   a   territory   can   also  

https://www.washingtonpost.com/opinions/2019/08/30/forget-greenland-far-more-dangerous-game-is-being-played-arctic/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/opinions/2019/08/30/forget-greenland-far-more-dangerous-game-is-being-played-arctic/
https://www.stimson.org/content/evolution-arctic-territorial-claims-and-agreements-timeline-1903-present
https://www.stimson.org/content/evolution-arctic-territorial-claims-and-agreements-timeline-1903-present
https://www.sciencealert.com/this-map-shows-all-country-s-claims-on-the-arctic-seafloor
https://www.independent.co.uk/environment/geopolitical-consequences-of-melting-arctic-ice-russia-canada-us-northern-sea-route-shipping-natural-a8229306.html
https://www.independent.co.uk/environment/geopolitical-consequences-of-melting-arctic-ice-russia-canada-us-northern-sea-route-shipping-natural-a8229306.html
https://www.nationalgeographic.com/environment/2018/10/new-cold-war-brews-as-arctic-ice-melts/
https://www.nationalgeographic.com/environment/2018/10/new-cold-war-brews-as-arctic-ice-melts/
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happen   when   one   country   contains   another   country   that   was   once   occupied,   but   is   not   at  

the   moment   (i.e;   Germany’s   occupation   of   France   in   1940).   

Occupation   and   invasion   are   two   very   different   things.   When   a   power   is   occupying,   they  

are   legally   doing   so,   respecting   rules   and   regulations,   whereas   when   they   are   invading,  

there   are   taking   hold   of   an   already   occupied   territory,   and   doing   so   without   asking.  

Because   this   topic   concerns   many   countries   as   a   whole,   it   is   plausible   to   say   that   each  

country   (in   most   cases)   deals   with   or   has   dealt   with   the   regulation   of   occupying   powers.  

The   UN   is   involved   for   the   main   purpose   to   regulate,   so   that   everything   is   fair,   because  

there   can   be   cases   of   what   seems   to   be   occupation,   when   in   reality   it   was   invasion.  

The   most   controversial   occupation   in   today’s   international   sphere   is   that   of   Israel   in   the  

Palestine   region.   There   have   been   many   allegations   of   human   rights   violations   and   other  

illegal   practices   which   violate   UN   policies   on   occupying   powers.   There   are   other   cases   of  

states   abusing   their   powers   as   occupying   authorities,   but   most   of   them   share   the   same  

issue   of   whether   and   how   the   UN   can   enforce   its   policy.   

 

 

II. UN   Involvement   

The   ICRC   is   mainly   involved   with   this   topic.   They   established   the   Law   of   Occupation,  

stated   in   Article   42   of   the   1907   Hague   Regulations.   They   also   established   the   Fourth  

Geneva   Convention   of   1949,   and   the   Additional   Protocol   I   of   1977.   Aside   from   these  

organizations   created   by   the   UN,   there   are   countless   NGOs   that   help   a   country   grow   and  

stay   stable   when   occupied,   such   as   the   United   Nations   Development   Program   (UNDP),  

established   in   November   of   1965,   which   helps   the   base   development   of   a   country,   and   the  

United   Nations   Department   of   Economic   and   Social   Affairs   (UN   DESA),   established   in  

1948,   which   helps   a   country   economically   grow   and   develop.   

 

 

III. Possible   Solutions  
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In   general,   there   are   two   schools   of   thought   for   regulating   occupying   powers:   changing  

international   policy   and   improving   policy   enforcement.   The   latter   of   these   is   difficult   to  

bring   about,   because   the   UN   is   bound   to   respect   state   sovereignty   at   all   costs.   State  

coalitions,   such   as   the   OAS   or   NATO,   may   still   exert   pressure   on   states   they   feel   are   in  

violation   of   international   occupation   law   in   the   form   of   requesting   UN   Peacekeeping  

missions,   creating   embargoes,   and   raising   tariffs   to   stifle   trade.   Another   strategy   could   be  

to   support   regions   and   states   under   the   occupation   of   another   state   or   authority.   This  

support   could   take   the   form   of   humanitarian   aid,   diplomatic   recognition,   political  

campaigns,   and   trade/economy   helps.   With   this   support,   the   region   or   state   in   question  

may   then   have   the   resources   and   power   to   expel   foreign   occupiers.   

 

 

IV. Bloc   Positions  

Asian   Bloc:   Owing   to   their   long   history   of   colonization   by   Western   powers,   Asian   states  

by   and   large   officially   stands   against   oppressive   foreign   occupations.   Asian   states  

generally   influence   the   international   sphere   via   economic   and   cultural   interference,   not  

political   or   military   interference.  

 

Western   Bloc:   In   the   past,   the   West   has   overwhelmingly   turned   a   blind   eye   to   violations  

of   international   law   by   occupying   powers.   This   changed   after   World   War   II,   when   much  

of   Europe   fell   under   foreign   occupation   and   it   became   clear   just   how   beneficial   or  

detrimental   a   fair   or   unfair   occupation   can   be   to   a   region.   Since   then,   most   Western   states  

have   spoken   out   against   states   and   authorities   who   do   not   follow   international   occupation  

law.   

 

Latin   Bloc:   Because   of   the   general   lack   of   economic   and   political   stability,   many   Latin  

states   are   unable   to   control   insurgent   authorities   which   occupy   regions   within   their  

jurisdiction.   These   insurgent   authorities   include   gangs,   drug   cartels,   and   militant  
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terrorists,   and   though   most   of   them   are   unofficial   occupying   powers,   they   commit   many  

of   the   same   atrocities   that   an   official   occupying   power   would   be   internationally  

condemned   for.   

 

Middle   Eastern   Bloc:   Much   like   Latin   states,   Middle   Eastern   states   struggle   with  

insurgent   authorities   occupying   territory   within   their   jurisdiction.   Unlike   Latin   states,  

some   Middle   Eastern   states   do   not   stand   against   these   insurgent   authorities,   either   in  

rhetoric   or   in   practice.   These   states   cite   national   sovereignty   as   justification   for   their  

disregard   of   international   occupation   law.   The   situation   is   made   worse   by   the   many  

complex   rivalries   between   Middle   Eastern   states,   such   as   Iran   and   Saudi   Arabia,   Israel  

and   Egypt,   etc.   

 

African   Bloc:   The   majority   of   African   states   have   signed   onto   most   of   the   regulatory  

resolutions   and   initiatives   put   forth   by   the   UN   with   regard   to   occupying   powers.   Possibly  

because   they   lack   the   means,   African   states   generally   do   not   occupy   regions   beyond   their  

own   borders.   When   they   do,   as   in   the   case   of   the   Western   Sahara   region,   the   conflict  

generally   is   between   authorities   wishing   to   exercise   control   of   the   region,   and   doesn’t  

directly   involve   residents   of   the   region.   

 

V. Guiding   Questions   

1.   What   type   of   actions   does   the   UN   take   in   order   to   regulate   an   occupying   power?   

2.   How   can   the   UN   improve   their   regulation   and   policies   regarding   an   occupying   power?   

3.   What   responsibilities   do   occupying   powers   have   over   third-world   countries?   

4.   What   would   happen   if   the   UN   had   not   created   any   agencies   or   organizations   regarding  

the   regulation   of   occupying   powers?   

5.   Disregarding   the   given   roles   of   the   UN,   what   do   you   think   another   role   should   be   that  

the   UN   is   responsible   for   when   regulating   occupying   powers?   
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Sources:   

https://www.icrc.org/en/doc/war-and-law/contemporary-challenges-for-ihl/occupation/ov 

erview-   occupation.htm   

https://borgenproject.org/organizations-fighting-poverty-developing-contries/   

https://academic.oup.com/ejil/article/23/1/179/5475   

 


