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Hello   delegates!   My   name   is   Lauren   Shulman   and   I   will   be   your   head   chair   during   the  

2019   MVHSMUN   Conference.   Currently,   I   am   a   senior   at   Laguna   Hills   High   School   and  

involved   in   CSF,   Girls   Tennis,   and   Red   Cross.   This   will   be   my   fourth   year   in   MUN.   See   you   in  

committee!  

 

Hi   delegates!   My   name   is   Maya   Shokati,   and   I   am   very   excited   to   be   your   Vice   Chair   for  

the   2019   MVHSMUN   Conference.   I   am   currently   a   sophomore   at   MVHS   and   this   is   my   second  

year   in   the   MUN   program   here   at   Mission.   Other   than   MUN,   I   am   part   of   the   girls   swim   and   dive  

team   and   I   am   involved   with   community   service   outside   of   school.   In   my   free   time,   I   enjoy  

surfing,   binge-watching   Netflix,   and   painting.   I   can’t   wait   to   meet   you   all   at   this   conference!   

 

Maritime   Migration  

 

I. Background   of   Topic  

Maritime   migration   is   the   movement   of   people   from   one   place   to   another   by   sea.   The  

concept   of   immigration,   especially   for   a   greater   opportunity,   is   not   a   new   concept.    A  

major   period   of   migration   was   during   the   Age   of   Discovery,   or   from   the   early   15th   to   late  

17th   century.   Throughout   this   time   period,   many   people   migrated   by   sea   to   form   colonies  

in   the   newly   discovered   Americas.    Another   major   period   of   maritime   migration   was   in  

the   triangular   trade   between   Africa   and   the   Americas.   In   the   triangular   trade,   African  

slaves   were   brought   to   the   Americas   in   massive   maritime   ships   to   be   sold.   Throughout  

history,   maritime   immigration   has   continually   been   a   popular   way   to   immigrate   from   one  

country   to   another.   In   2013,   maritime   migration   began   to   create   issues   in   the   international  

community   due   to   the   deaths   of   366   maritime   migrants   off   the   Italian   coast.    In   addition,  

due   to   rising   tensions   in   various   international   conflicts,   maritime   migration   rates   heavily  
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increased   throughout   2014.    The   amount   of   maritime   migrants   nearly   quadrupled   in   the  

United   States.   In   2015,    there   was   a   record   amount   of   maritime   migration   in   the   Bay   of  

Bengal,   which   stemmed   from   the   many   stateless   Muslims   in   Myanmar   and   Bangladesh.  

Since   then,   large   amounts   of   maritime   migration   has   occurred   in   southeast   Asia.   This   is   a  

global   problem   because   of   the   humanitarian   abuses   and   the   massive   amounts   of   displaced  

refugees   arriving   by   sea   voyage.   

 

II. UN   Involvement   

After   the   maritime   issues   escalated   in   2015   in   the   Bay   of   Bengal,   the   UN   became   more  

involved   in   helping   to   address   the   human   rights   and   refugee   issues   that   resulted   from   the  

mass   influx   of   maritime   immigrants.    To   address   this   issue,   the   UN   created   a   10   point  

proposal   for   action   in   the   Bay   of   Bengal.   Their   plan   included   strengthening   search   and  

rescue   expeditions,   better   identifying   people   with   international   protection   needs,   building  

capacity   for   countries   taking   in   refugees,   and   expanding   legal   alternatives   to   dangerous  

maritime   migrations.   Committees   such   as   the   UNHCR,   UNODC,   and   3rd   SOCHUM   are  

focusing   on   all   aspects   of   the   issues,   especially   safe   migration   and   adjustment   for  

refugees.   Doctors   Without   Borders,   in   cooperation   with   a   Norwegian   ship   company,   has  

developed   a   program   for   search   and   rescue   for   maritime   migrators.   

 

III. Possible   Solutions  

To   solve   this   issue   many   routes   can   be   taken.   First   and   foremost,   education   can   be   used   to  

help   promote   and   bring   further   global   awareness   to   the   issue   of   maritime   migration.   In  

addition   there   can   be   international   cooperation   between   nations   to   help   distribute   and  

relocate   maritime   refugees.   If   countries   both   in   similar   and   different   regions   work  

together   to   reduce   the   impact   of   maritime   migrants   everywhere,   especially   in   the   Bay   of  

Bengal,   a   large   part   of   the   issue   would   be   solved.   In   addition,   creating   a   safer   and   more  

reliable   way   to   migrate   overseas   for   people   would   help   solve   the   issue.   Utilizing   NGOs  
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and   governing   bodies,   maritime   migration   can   be   made   a   much   safer,   more   mainstream  

process   global   citizens.   

 

IV. Bloc   Positions  

African   Bloc:   Africa   mainly   has   people   migrating   out,   seeking   refuge   in   other   countries,  

especially   mainland   Europe.   Because   of   this,   a   main   concern   of   this   bloc   is   the  

humanitarian   issues   that   come   with   maritime   migration.   

 

Asian   Bloc:   This   bloc   is   one   of   the   most   affected   by   the   issues   of   maritime   migration.  

Countries   most   affected   include   Myanmar,   Bangladesh,   and   other   countries   near   the   Bay  

of   Bengal.   Countries   in   this   bloc   want   to   reduce   the   amount   of   maritime   immigration   and  

make   it   more   facilitated.   

 

European   Bloc:   The   number   of   migrants   migrating   to   Europe   is   in   slight   decline,   but   still  

significant.   Mediterranean   countries,   especially   Greece,   Itay,   and   Spain,   see   many  

migrants   arriving   in   overcrowded,   dangerous   circumstances,   often   without  

documentation.   This   puts   a   strain   on   their   national   resources,   which   means   that   the   EU   is  

concerned   not   only   with   the   humanitarian   aspect   of   the   issue,   but   with   the   economic   and  

political   aspects.  

 

Latin   American   Bloc:   Migration   plays   a   big   role   in   Latin   American   region.   Many   people  

from   El   Salvador,   Guatemala,   and   Ecuador   flee   their   nations   to   seek   refuge   in   places   such  

as   Mexico.   Most   of   this   migration   is   land-based   though,   so   there   is   little   legislation   or  

infrastructure   to   handle   high   volumes   of   maritime   migration.   

 

Northern   American   Bloc:    Some   people   from   southeast   Asian   and   African   nations   migrate  

through   the   oceans   to   get   to   the   United   States   for   more   work   opportunities,   so   it   is   of  
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concern   to   North   American   states.   Mostly,   these   states   are   concerned   with   their   European  

allies,   which   deal   with   maritime   migration   more.   

 

 

V. Guiding   Questions   

1. How   should   countries   work   together   to   find   solutions?  

2. How   can   countries   increase   safety   for   maritime   migrants   ?  

3. What   kind   of   rules   should   there   be   regarding   maritime   migration?  

Should   countries   help   nations   with   a   large   influx   of   maritime   refugees?  

4. What   is   the   future   of   maritime   migration?  

5. What   has   worked?   What   hasn’t   worked?  

 

 

Sources:  

https://www.migrationpolicy.org/news/protection-sea-addressing-irregular-maritime-migration  

https://www.theguardian.com/world/2019/mar/27/eu-to-stop-mediterranean-migrant-rescue-boat 

-patrols  

https://stableseas.org/issue-areas/maritime-mixed-migration  

https://www.iom.int/key-migration-terms  

https://www.unhcr.org/en-us/asylum-and-migration.html  

 

Ethnically   Motivated   Violence  

 

I. Background   of   Topic  

Ethnically   motivated   violence   is   violence   against   a   person   or   group   because   of   their  

ethnicity.   Ethnicity   can   have   many   meanings,   but   broadly,   it   refers   to   a   combination   of   a  

person’s   racial,   religious,   geographic,   cultural,   and   sometimes   familial   background.  

Though   there   are   many   instances   of   physical   violence   across   the   world,   the   issue   of  

https://www.migrationpolicy.org/news/protection-sea-addressing-irregular-maritime-migration
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2019/mar/27/eu-to-stop-mediterranean-migrant-rescue-boat-patrols
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2019/mar/27/eu-to-stop-mediterranean-migrant-rescue-boat-patrols
https://stableseas.org/issue-areas/maritime-mixed-migration
https://www.iom.int/key-migration-terms
https://www.unhcr.org/en-us/asylum-and-migration.html
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nonviolent   discrimination   also   affects   various   ethnic   groups.   Ethnically   motivated  

violence   is   a   part   of   every   society,   and   has   been   for   millenia.   Some   of   the   most   notorious  

occasions   of   ethnically   motivated   violence   include   the   near   extermination   of   many   Native  

American   groups   by   European   conquerers,   the   Holocaust,   and   the   conflicts   that   led   to   the  

split   of   the   formerly   unified   Sudan.   In   addition   to   these   large   scale   catastrophes,   there   are  

also   smaller,   singular   instances   of   ethnically   motivated   violence,   commonly   known   as  

hate   crimes.   These   sometimes   go   unreported,   and   even   when   they   are   reported,   many  

cases   are   dropped   due   to   discrimination   within   governmental   justice   systems.   This   is   an  

issue   that   affects   every   nation,   and   therefore   must   be   addressed   with   due   urgency.  

 

II. UN   Involvement  

The   UN   has   had   broad   involvement   with   this   issue   since   its   founding,   because   in   the  

wake   of   the   atrocities   committed   by   the   Nazis   during   World   War   II,   mass   genocide   was   at  

the   forefront   of   much   international   disussion.   In   1946,   the   General   Assembly   developed  

the   Convention   on   the   Prevention   and   Punishment   of   the   Crime   of   Genocide,   which   made  

it   clear   that   ethnically   motivated   violence   would   not   be   tolerated   by   the   international  

community.   In   1950,   the   General   Assembly   passed   the   “Uniting   for   Peace”   Resolution.  

This   document   outlined   actions   that   the   UN   might   take   in   case   of   conflict,   the   most  

important   of   which   is   the   power   to   send   UN   Peacekeepers   to   resolve   conflicts   in   regions  

where   the   government   is   unable   to   do   so   on   its   own.   This   has   proven   an   effective   tool   on  

several   occasions,   most   recently   in   the   DR   Congo,   where   tribal   warfare   still   runs  

rampant.   On   March   16,   2001,   the   Security   Council   the   UN   developed   more   specific  

solutions   to   end   ethnically   motivated   violence   in   Kosovo,   which   was   then   in   the   midst   of  

the   Balkan   Wars.   Since   then,   these   same   solutions   have   been   applied   to   regions  

throughout   the   world   experiencing   similar   challenges.    

 

III. Possible   Solutions  
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One   of   the   most   popular   solutions,   especially   among   developed   nations,   is   that   of  

education   and   cultural   integration.   The   thinking   for   this   goes   that   if   people   are   made  

aware   of   the   shared   humanity   of   those   of   different   backgrounds,   they   will   be   less   likely   to  

commit   acts   of   violence   against   them.   Another   possible   solution   is   passing   economic  

sanctions   and   diplomatic   condemnations   against   states   that   fail   to   prevent   and   control  

ethnically   motivated   violence   within   its   borders.   This   is   undoubtedly   a   punitive   approach,  

and   one   that   may   disproportionately   harm   states   with   unstable   or   weak   governments   that  

are   unable   to   effectively   exert   power   over   its   citizens.   

 

IV. Bloc   Positions  

Asian   Bloc:   Ethnically   motivated   violence   is   a   prominent   issue   within   Asian   states.   Many  

legislative   codes   make   systemic   discrimination   legal,   and   though   these   same   codes  

technically   condemn   ethincally   motivated   violence,   in   practice,   law   enforcement   tends   to  

turn   a   blind   eye   to   the   issue.   Such   is   the   case   of   many   Muslim   majority   groups   in  

northern   India,   the   Rohinyga   minority   in   Myanmar,   the   Uighur   population   in   China,   and  

many   others.   With   this   in   mind,   many   of   these   states   favor   changes   in   law   enforcement,  

rather   than   the   laws   themselves.   

 

African   Bloc:   This   bloc   may   be   the   most   affected   by   the   issue   of   any.   Africa   has   a   long  

history   of   brutality   toward   various   ethnic   groups,   dating   back   to   its   tribal   days.   More  

recently,   horrific   incidents   such   as   the   Rwandan   Genocide   of   1994   have   demonstrated  

that   there   is   much   work   to   be   done   if   ethnically   motivated   violence   is   to   be   eradicated  

within   Africa.   These   states   favor   educational   and   cultural   strategies,   because,   many  

African   human   rights   groups   argue,   ignorance   of   the   “other”   is   to   blame   for   the   hatred  

and   conflict   that   exists   between   various   groups.   

 

Latin   Bloc:   Because   Latin   America   has   such   a   wide   range   of   ethnic   groups   for   hundreds  

of   years,   this   bloc   has   overall   learned   to   deal   with   diversity   nonviolently.   Still,   ethnic  
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discrimination   remains,   peppered   with   occasional   violence.   This   bloc   favors   a   more  

passive   approach   to   the   issue,   because   such   an   approach   has   seen   success   in   states   within  

it.  

 

European   Bloc:   Many   people   of   African,   Asian,   Middle   Eastern   background   and   are  

seeking   refuge   in   Europe   which   has   resulted   into   conflict   between   native   residents   and  

refugees.   While   there   is   no   real   systematic   mass   violence   against   any   one   group,  

discrimination   and   occasional   acts   of   singular   violence   are   sometimes   ethnically  

motivated,   which   states   in   this   bloc   try   to   address.   

 

Middle   Eastern   Bloc:   In   Middle   Eastern   nations,   there   are   minority   ethnic   groups,  

including   the   Kurds,   who   have   a   long   history   of   discrimination   by   the   Turkish  

government.   The   first   recorded   massacre   against   them   happened   1930.   Kurdish   culture  

was   banned   and   remained   under   military   control   until   1946   in   an   attempt   to   eradicate  

their   existence.   Other   groups   who   face   discrimination   and   violence   in   this   bloc   include  

Palestinians,   Aramaens,   and   Syrian   Christians,   meaning   that   this   issue   is   very   important  

in   the   Middle   East.  

 

V. Guiding   Questions  

1. What   are   the   conditions,   either   economically   or   politically,   that   a   country   is   facing  

that   causes   them   to   be   vulnerable   to   ethnically   motivated   violence   ?   

2. Compare   the   risks   developed   and   developing   countries   faced   on   this   issue.  

3. In   what   circumstances   can   a   country   establish   strong   anti-ethnic   discrimation  

laws,   policies,   and   programs?  

4. How   did   developed   countries   create   strong   anti-ethnic   discrimation   policies?  

5. Even   with   their   limited   number   of   resources,   how   did   struggling,   developing  

countries   develop   anti-ethnic   discrimation   policies?  
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Sources:   

https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov   ›   pubmed   

https://www.nytimes.com   ›   2018/11/13   ›   hate-crimes-fbi-2017  

https://journals.sagepub.com   ›   doi  

www.irr.org.uk   ›   research   ›   statistics   ›   racial-violence  

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/30556489
https://www.nytimes.com/2018/11/13/us/hate-crimes-fbi-2017.html
https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/10.1177/0002764202046001006
http://www.irr.org.uk/research/statistics/racial-violence/

