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Hello, delegates! My name is Jessica Nguyen and I will be serving as your head chair in 

this committee. I am currently a junior here at MVHS and am excited to embark on this journey 

with you all. When I am not in school, I love to try new food places, grab boba with friends, or 

shop online. I hope you all are staying safe amidst the COVID-19 pandemic, and although I am 

saddened I will not be able to see everyone in person, I have confidence that the conference 

ahead of us will be full of great times and fruitful experiences. 

 

The Prosecutor v. Jean Pierre Bemba Gombo  

 

I. Background 

Jean-Pierre Gombo held significant leadership positions: he was president of the 

Movement for the Liberation of the Congo (MLC) and the Commander-in-Chief of the Armée de 

Libération du Congo (ALC), which was its military unit. His assertive roles in the MLC and 

ALC meant that he had immense control over his troops as well as those serving in the 

movement. However, on March 21, 2016, the International Criminal Court found Bemba 

responsible for numerous crimes that were committed by his armed forces during a U.N. 

peacekeeping mission in the Central African Republic. His conviction, in which he was found 

guilty, consisted of two counts of crimes against humanity and three counts of war crimes. 

Murder, rape, and pillaging are just a few of the traumatic events that occurred under his military 

watch. Bemba arrived in the Central African Republic (CAR) when the country enlisted the 

MLC’s efforts to aid in the removal of a coup. Bemba and his forces were meant to bring justice 

to the CAR, but they left the African citizens with painful recollections of mass rapes, killings, 
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and looting instead. Crimes such as rape and sexual/gender-based violence are recognized as a 

monumental issue in society, and the court has no toleration for such acts. In fact, the recognition 

of these crimes continues to become more relevant as it becomes a widely accepted and 

established practice in the international court system.  

 

II. Court Involvement  

The initial debate for justice of the CAR began in December of 2004, but was quickly 

refuted by their national justice system because they were incapable of continuing on with the 

case while the Rome Statute was in place. By 2007, CAR employed the assistance of the ICC to 

investigate the crimes committed by Bemba and his troops. These atrocities were eventually 

recognized by other civil society organizations that conducted investigations of the war crimes 

committed during 2002-2003, which accelerated the prosecution of Jean-Pierre Bemba. A full 

investigation was conducted, and Bemba was issued an arrest warrant in which he was charged 

with numerous war crimes and crimes against humanity. While the prosecutor v. Jean-Pierre 

Bemba highlights one case in history in which these obscenities have occurred, it is evident that 

this is a recurring problem. In another instance, Sylvestre Mudacumura, the Supreme 

Commander of the Democatic Forces for the Liberation of Rwanda, also engaged with civilian 

populations. His armed forces murdered, mutilated, tortured, and raped many citizens in the 

DRC. While criminals such as Bemba and Mudacumura have received punishments for their 

actions, it is only imperative that future military leaders and troops are closely monitored and 

prosecuted for any wrongdoings.  

 

III. Possible Charges 



The trial that followed the investigation of Mr. Bemba was a long and arduous process. In 

March of 2016, the trial concluded that because Bemba was acting as military commander, he 

would thus have significant control over his military troops. Therefore, he was responsible for 

the crimes committed, which included crimes against humanity of murder and rape, as well as 

the war crimes of pillaging, rape and murder. These atrocities took place in the Central African 

Republic when the MLC was utilized by the CAR government in hopes of fighting off a 

rebellion. Finally, in June of 2016, he was sentenced to 18 years in prison. The verdict, which 

has been delivered, has allowed those who suffered at the hands of the MLC to receive justice.  

 

IV. Argument Summaries 

The defense and prosecution both offered varying arguments. The prosecution stated that 

Mr. Bemba held highly significant roles in the MLC and was therefore responsible for every 

decision-making process. His influential role as Commander-in-Chief and President was 

neglected, and he allowed for disastrous events to occur under his watch. However, the defence 

countered by arguing that Mr. Bemba transferred his power to François Bozizé and should not be 

held criminally responsible for the accused crimes. There were also many issues with the trial 

itself; Bemba was convicted of purposefully interfering with witnesses and creating false 

information. Ultimately, the defense stated that Bemba was not responsible and the prosecution 

believed Bemba should be imprisoned for his wrong-doings.  

 

V. Guiding Questions  

1. How influential was Jean-Pierre Bemba as a military leader and how did his troops 

perceive him? 



2. In history, are there similar cases that could indicate a greater issue in society that needs 

to be taken care of? 

3. To what extent is Bemba responsible for his crimes, and what further precautions could 

be taken in the future to prevent havoc in other nations?  
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