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Crisis   3  

Hello   delegates!   My   name   is   Marwa   Jalal   and   I   am   your   head   chair   for   this   committee.   I   am  

currently   a   senior   at   Laguna   Hills   High   School   and   this   is   my   fourth   year   of   MUN.   I   recently  

transferred   second   semester   of   my   junior   year   of   high   school   to   Laguna   from   Mission.   I   am  

involved   in   Track   and   Field   at   school   and   I   am   Turkish!   I’m   very   excited   to   see   you   all   in  

committee   and   be   back   in   Mission   for   a   little   while,   see   you   soon!   Please   email   position   papers   and  

any   questions   to   mvhsmuncrisis3@gmail.com.  

 

Hello   delegates!   I   am   Nicole   Radcliff   and   I   will   be   your   vice   chair   for   this   committee.   I   am  

currently   a   sophomore   at   Mission   Viejo   High   School.   This   is   my   second   year   of   MUN   and   I   also  

participate   in   choir   and   pole   vault.   Outside   of   school,   I   teach   Tik   Tok   dances   to   children   at   my   local  

library   and   have   been   teaching   myself   the   harmonica.    I   can’t   wait   to   see   you   all   in   committee!  

 

The   Seljuk   Turks  

I. Background   on   the   First   Crusade  

Before   the   crusade   went   into   action,   Byzantium   was   capable   of   reshaping   and   resizing   their  

territory   in   modern-day   Syria   in   the   900s,   but   when   the   1030s   came   around,   the   Seljuk   Turk  

Empire   gained   an   immense   amount   of   power   and   territory.   In   response,   Byzantium   asked   Pope  

Urban   II   in   Italy   for   help   against   the   Turks.   he    demanded   a   Crusade   in   order   to   assist   the  

Byzantines   against   the   Turks   in   order   to   set   free   the   Holy   Land,   the   city   of   Jerusalem,   officially  
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starting   in   1096.   After   failing   to   advance   upon   Arqah   for   three   months,   they   continued   to  

Jerusalem   in   1099.   At   this   time   the   Christian   armies   were   defending   their   territory   by   defeating   the  

Egyptian.   After   the   first   crusade   ended   in   1099,   more   armies   then   advanced   to   Jerusalem   in   1100,  

who   were   all   defeated   in   Asia.   Fighting   then   continued   between   the   Franks   as   well   as   the   Muslims  

while   the   Franks   were   continuing   to   expand   their   territory   while   also   being   unhappy   with   the  

Byzantium   for   their   lack   of   support.   On   the   Muslim   side,   Zangi   became   the   governor   of   Mosul   and  

took   control   of   Aleppo   in   1128   and   began   to   take   controlled   land   from   the   Christians.   Finally   in  

1144,   Zangi   took   over   Edessa,   a   city   located   in   the   upper   Mesopotamia.   The   Crusades   then  

stretched   on   for   hundreds   of   years,   the   First   Crusade   only   marking   the   beginning.   

 

II. Seljuk   Turk   Involvement  

           The   Seljuk   Turks   migrated   from   Northern   Iranian   provinces   and   became   a   prominent  

dynasty   in   Central   Asia   and   the   Middle   East,   ruling   from   the   11th   to   the   14th   centuries.   The   empire  

centered   in   Baghdad   and   laid   claim   to   present-day   Iran,   Iraq,   and   Syria.   The   nomadic,   Turkic  

warriors   established   themselves   as   protectors   and   guardians   of   the   failing   Abbasid   Caliphate   in   the  

11th   century.   The   Seljuk   Turks   are   most   militarily   known   for   their   defense   against   the   Shiite  

Fatimids   in   Egypt   and   their   defensive   efforts   against   the   incoming   tide   of   European   Catholics  

during   the   1st   Crusade.   The   Seljuks   revitalized   the   Islamic   Education   System   to   educate   Religious  

and   Royal   Officials   as   well   as   future   Bureaucrats.   The   Seljuks   remain   a   prominent   Medieval  

empire   through   their   use   of   a   buffer   zone   between   the   Mongol   Empire   and   Europe,   defending   the  
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Islamic   world   from   Western   Christian   Crusaders,   and   their   many   successful   conquests   against   the  

Byzantine   Empire.   The   Seljuk   Turks   initiated   the   1st   Crusade   through   their   conquest   of   Jerusalem  

against   the   Egyptians,   which   then   caused   a   transfer   of   religious   power   from   Shiite   muslims   to  

Sunnite   muslims,   causing   increasing   tension   and   persecution   towards   the   Christians   in   Jerusalem.  

The   Seljuks   annihilated   the   “People’s   Crusade”   in   Constantinople,   but   were   pushed   out   of   Nicaea  

and   Dorylaeum   in   1097   and   failed   to   defend   against   the   Europeans   in   the   sixth-month   siege   of  

Antioch   as   well   as   their   attempt   to   retake   control   of   Antioch   later   that   month   and   the   fall   of  

Antioch’s   heavily   fortified   citadel.   After   six   months   of   reorganization   and   two   months   on   the  

offensive,   the   Christian   armies   massacred   the   Seljuks   in   Jerusalem   and   regained   control   of   the   holy  

land.   The   Seljuks   were   later   split   into   several   groups,   competing   for   power,   and   decreased   in   size  

during   the   2nd   Crusade,   until   they   were   conquered   by   the   Mongols   in   1243   and   the   Ottomans   in  

1260.  

 

Guiding   Questions  

  In   what   way   did   the   First   Crusade   affect   the   Seljuk   Turks   and   to   what   extent?  

-   What   are   some   alternate   outcomes   to   the   First   Crusade?  

-   How   do   you   think   the   Seljuk   Turks   relations   were   with   the   Crusaders   in   the   West?   

-In   the   First   Crusade,   what   were   the   Seljuk   Turks’   main   priorities?  

-In   what   manner   should   the   Seljuk   Turks   communicate   with   the   other   groups?  

-To   what   extent   should   the   Seljuk   Turks   ally   with   others?  
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